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Divine Poem! 


(by way of Paraphraſe) | 
_ ON FHE TEN 


Lommandments. | 
Illuſtrated with Twelve Copper Plates, ſhewing 1 
| how Perſonal Puniſhments has been inflicted on 


the Tranſgreſlors of theſe Commandments, as 
is Recorded in the Holy Scripture. 
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\lfo a Metrical Paraphraſe upon the Cree 
Lords Prayer. 5 
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To all ſuch as have formerly been 
Friends to the Author,bis Daugh- 
ter and only (urowimng Child De= 
aicates theſe Meditations, 


FT was ſeldom my Fathers 
"> practice, (eſpecially of late 
-years,) to Dedicate his Works 
to particular or great Per- 
;-ons ; And did Iattempt any 
on | 
' exch thing now, I ſhould be 
_ afraid 'leſt TI might diſturb 
- his reſt in the Grave. All 
you- therefore that had- a 
A 2 kindneſs 
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kindneſs as well for his Per- 
{on as his Works, I defire to 
accept of my good will in 
_ ſending. this Relique of his 
abroad in publick; Which 
though it harh been writ- 
ren {ome confiderable time, 
is but lately minded or come 
to hand. And however it 
happened to be bundled ut} 
with other old Writings 
(where I found -it) yet If 
verily believe it was deſign: 
ed for the Preſs by thoſ 
many alterations he had 
made, which had fo blur*d 
the Original Copy, that 1 
was 
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was forced to get it Tran- 
ſcribed before it was fit for 


my ſelf or any dody elle | 


to read: And having now 
peruſed- it, I could not in 
conſcience conceal {uch ne- 
ceflary Truths as are there- 
in contained, in hopes that 


it may take the effect him- 


ſelf defires in his Epiſtle to 
the Reader expreſtin his Pray- 


cr; believing, that that good 


Spirit which firſt dictated 
thoſe Pertitionary words will 
accompany them to the 
Worlds end. And then I al- 
{o believe, that what I have 
A 3 done 


The Preface 


done in making this publick 
will be. acceptable both ro 
God and Man, which thar it 
may, {hall ever be the Prayers 


of 


From my Lodging Tour af/ured Friend in 
at Mr. Snowdens 4 I 
Printer, at the all Ojjices of Love 


lower end of Great and Service 
Carter-laune , the 


23d of April 
1689 " ' FF, 


ADVERTISEMENT 
H E Copper Plates mention= 
ed in my Fathers following 
Fp:/[ile, in ſome of his removals from 
_ one Havitation to another have been 


loſe, fo that IT bave been forced to 


Fer new ones made, 
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RFADER: 


N that great Plague, which ( as I be- 
lieve ) was the moſt contagious Peſti- 
lence that ever afflited this City of Lon- 
don, it pleaſed God to encloſe me there, 
and to give me grace to make ſuch obſerva- 
tions upon his Juſtice and Mercy, as I hope 
( however others eſteem of them ) ſhall ne- 
ver of me be forgotten during life. 


A while before this laſt Viſitation, the 
ſame gracious God providerſ me a little 
place to eſcape unto, where I did but only 
bear 


7 
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To the Reader. 


hear of that which my Brethren ſuffered, 
and therefore (as I may well fear ) was 
not ſo ſenſible of their miſery as I ought to 


have been. 


Vet I was not altogether without Medi- 
tations as became the time, { but as the 
neceſſities wherewithal God hath yet exer- 
cifed me would give leave) endeavoured 
to employ ſome hours in the conſideration of 
things pertinent 10 the Honour of my Pre- 
{crver, that Imight not appear leſs thanks 
ful for this deliverance, which was without 
Terror, than I ſeemed to be for that which | 
[ obtained with fear and danger. ; 


Part of my Muſings were upon the Moral 
Law D the nected whereof \ being the cauſe 
of all Plagucs } is never impertinently 
thought upon, much leſs when the hand of 
God is extended 10 chaſliſe us for infring- 
ment of the ſame. 4nd what I then medi- 
tated 


To the Reader. 


tated, is now offered unto the publick wew, 
that it might the oftner occaſion m&and 
others to bemindful of our Duties. 


Neither my Eſtate, nor the place I lived 
in would afford me the uſe of Books, at that 
time, thereſore inſtead of them I peruſed 
mine own Heart to toſee what | could read 
there : For in the Heart of Man it was 
originally written. And though our corrup- 
tion hath now ſo defaced it that we need 
ſome helps to explain the eſſential meaning 
cf the HolyText long ſince written in Stone; 
Tet if we would but be ſo diligent as good 
' Antiquaries in examining defective In- 
ſcriptions xpor decayed Monuments, we 
might ſometime find the Truth more cer- . 
tainly than by truſting over-confidently to 
the ſearch of others, who many times deli- 
ver their own Fancies inſtead of the right 
meaning of Gods Law. 


Others 


To'the Reader. 


Others I confeſs ( though not many in the 
Engliſh Tongue) have ro.this purpoſe de- 
vulged largeCommentaries But ſome want 
Money to purchaſe them, and ſome want 
leiſure to peruſe them : for they are ſo large 
that many Readers had rather venture to 
break all the Commandments than to ſcan 
over thoſe Tracts; and yet perhaps theſe 
brief Meditations have expreſſed ſomewhat 
which is not found in any of them. 


I profeſs not ( as T have elſewhere ſaid ) 
to teach the Learned, but to be unto them 
a Remembrancer only of what they al- 
ready know ( which will otherwhile happen 
by this means even when they take up my 
Books to peruſe them with contempt rather 
than for any better end) yet they who are 
as Ingenious as Learned, have entertain- 
ed them with good reſpet as not unuſe- 


fat. 


To the Reader, 


The ſame Spiritual nouriſhment which 
others have tendred more artificially dreſ- 
ſed for the publick Feaſts of the Soul; 1 
have here and elſewhere indiſferently fitted 
for their private refreſhments, who are beſt 
nouriſhed with plain Diet, and who have 
heretofore wanted either opportunities or 
due care to come to thoſe Repaſls. And if 
T can but find means to relieve the Blind 
and Lame in underſtanding, till a more 
powerful means ſhall fetch them from the 
Hedges and High-way-ſides to be Gueſts 
at the great Banquet, I ſhall hope to have 
done ſemewhat worth my pains. 


Tenorant perſons may be advantaged 
hereby mediately or immediately ; by re- 
cerving Information or 6ccaſion of Retor- 
mation : Jea the Compoſing thereof in 
Verſc will cauſe many to be the more de- 
lighted therewith ; Some the better to re- 
member it, others out of curioſity to take 
notice 


To the Reader. 
notice of it, who may afterward give it more 
ſerious entertainment, and no doubt all good 


men will afford it a favourable cenſure ſo 
far as it ſhall deliver the Truth. | 


So far only I deſire it ſhould be allowed, 
and in that deſire do humbly ſubmit the 
ſame to the Cenſure of Authority, and the 
Succeſs to Gods bleſſing. Which I beſeech 
Oh Glorious God fo to manifeſt 1n this 
Mite vouchſated out of the Infinite trea- 
ſury of thy holy Spirit, thathke a grain 
of Muſtard Sced it may be fruitful tothe 
encreaſe of Piety beyond the cxpectati- 
on anſwerabic to fo deſpiſed a means : 
For ſome 1n theſe days have perverted 
the plain meaning of thy Law ; yea ſome 
have lately ſtrived both by their words 
and works to make the ſame wholly void 
and of no uſe, that they ſeem either not 
to have known, or to have quite for- 
gotten ; Thar thy Truth remaineth from 
one 


To the Reader. 


one Generation to another, or 'That- thy # 
 riphteouſneſs is an everlaſting righteouſneſs, 1 
in ſo much that we may juſtly repeat 3 
unto thee this complaint of thy Propher 
David ; Lord it is time for thee to lay © 
to thine hand, for they have deſtroyed thy 7 
Law. Hear my prayer O Lord, and ' 
though I am ſmall, and of no reputa- 
tion, yet fince I would not forget thy 
Law, deliver me trom mine Oppreſlors, 
and fo teach me thy Statutes, that I 
may keep them unto the end; yea 
though the proud have me 1n derifion, 
and almoſt made an end of me upon 
Earth, yer let my heart be made fo 
upright in thy Statutes, that I may not * 
be aſhamed to remember thy promiſe 
made to thy Servant, eyen that where- * 
in thou haſt cauſed me to truſt ; Let 
it quicken me, and be my comfort in. 
my troubles. For thou art all my por- 
tion, and I haye determined to keep 


thy 


To the Reader. 


thy word ; BeforeT was afflicted I went 
ſo much aſtray that it was good for 
me to have ſome troubles. O let rac 
'hercafter be always exerciſed in thy 
Law: Let it be a Lanthorn unto my 
fect, and a Light unto my path. Look 
upon me, and be merciful unto me 
as:thouuſeſt-to be unto rhoſe who lovye 
thy name. Let the proud be aſhamed 
that they have dealt falſly with me. 
'Let ſuch as 'fear thee be turned unto 
me, and comfort thou me according 
tothe years wherein I have been afflict- 
£[, that they who ſec 1t may glorific 
thy name. for mine cyes have almoſt 
failed with waiting for thy aſſurance. 
Though I have gone aſtray like a Sheep, 
yet ſeck thy Servant, and deal with 
me according to thy mercy. Let all 
theſe my Supplications come before 
thee, that my Soul may live, that my 
Lips may praiſe thee, and that my 
1ongue 


To thodRcader. 
Tongue may ſing of thy Goodnefs and 
Mercy for cver and cyer, Amen. 


Sir, among other kindneſſes vouchſafed 
in your Neighbourhood, T received from 
you the Copper Plates, which are 'now 
made uſe of in this Book. The 'words 
which 1 have added unto thoſe dumb 
Figures will make them ( T hope ) much 
more profitable, and cauſe them to be a 
means of publiſhing theſe Caveats and 
Univerſal Duties which' are pertinent, as 
well to the General well-being of Man- 
kind, as to the Glory of God, which two 
things were the jroper ends of our Crea- 


tion, and ought alſo to be the chief care 
of our life. 


To thoſe ends therefore, and that your 
coft might not be unprofitably beſtowed, 
T have returned the Coppies of thoſe Fi- 
gures which you gave me, illuſtrated with 
ſuch 


To the Reader. 
ſuch Meditations as my leiſure and abi- 
lity could. afford. And they do now as 
well ſpeak as make ſigns what is prepared 


| for wilful Tranſgreſſors of theſe Laws, 


MM | mMhereby if God. may receive any honour, 
: or his Children profit, 1 deſire it may be 
ſome honour and advantage, which is the 


deſire of 


Your Hearty and Well- 
wiſhing Friend 


Gro. WiTHER. 
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Happy ſhall that man become; 
Who this Law departs not from : 
Bleſſings will deſcend on him, 

From the Mount of Gerizim ; 

Bur from Ebal they ſhall hear 

Curſes, who rebellious are. 

Death, for them, attending ſtands, 

Who ſhall break theſe juſt Commands 5 
And to thoſe who them obey, 

God propoſeth w_ for aye. 
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Let All theſe folowing Leſſons learn, 
For all Mankind theſe Laws concern. - 


LL you who Sons by Grace or Nature be, 
Give car to what my Muſes preach to me ; 

For, what { now do purpoſe to declare, 

No leſs, than Vuzverſal Statutes are, 

Which every Child of Adam (here beneath) 

Muſt keep in perſon, on the pain of Death, 

Or, by a faithful Penitence procure 

,An able Pledge, to pay his Forfeiture, 

You, whoby Nature, had the means to'know 
What Duties, Creatures to their Maker owe ; 
Read here, what by God's Finger once was writ 
Within your hearts ; that you may praCtiſe it. 
And having loſt that Light which Nature gave, 
Take what you may by Grace's tender have. 

On fleſhly 7ables once again renew 


The fair /mpreſſion which at firſt he drew : 


For | 
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For | 


The Prologue. 
For, 'twas your $iz which thence Gods Law did 
And, {gnorance therefore excuſeth nor. (blot 
Tou, whom the ſpecial grace of our Creator. 
Brought by his power Almighty thro* the Water.” 
Of found Baptiſm, { and, within the Flood **. 
Of his dear Sons moſt pure and pretious Blood? © 
Drown'd all that Zoaft of Sins, which our Grand 
Had muſtred, for our final overthrow :.) {Foe 
Obſerve yox alſo, this renowned Law, 
To keep it, with a loving filial awe, 
Leſt ( though you ſcap'd enraged Phayoh's Hoaſt) 
Yourentrance to the promis'd Reſt be crofſt : 
And leſt your following what your Luſt deviz'd 
You, in your lawleſs wandringsbe ſurpriz'd 
By thoſe (yet living Tyrants) who poſleſs 
The paſſages, of this Zifes Wilderneſs. 
For, though in 4 we cannot keep entire 


| So ſtrict a Law, we may in our defire ; 


And where Defire 1s not perverted quite, 

We have a ready means to ſet ir right. 

It auy fay or think this O#ligation 

Pertaineth only tothe Few?zſb Natzon ; 

They are deceiv'd ; for if they well compare 
Theſe Precepts, to thoſe Laws which written are |, 
Within our hearts,it will be out of doubt 


| Thar, theſe, are bur the ſame tranſcribed out. 


In Stone, they were engraven long ago 


| Left all the World ſhould quite forgetful grow _ 


B 2 Of 


The Prologue. 


Of theſe their Duties. To the Jews God gavethem 
To be preſerv'd from loſs : From them we have 
Diſtinguiſh'd by 2wo Tables robeknown, (them 
From Laws, that were peculiars of their own ; 
And though ſome ants be found 
Appearing tooblige beyond the Bound 
OfLeval 09th. ah hich to ſome 
A means of ſtumbling and offence become ; 
Yer they, thar meekly minded are, ſhall ſee 
The Eſſence whole, and fo diſtin& to be 
From what is meerly Jewiſh ; that no Doubt 
Shall givethe-weaker conſcience thereabout ; 
For that whuch 1s eſſential may be 'ſpide 
From what ſhould only tor a time abide 
As evidently as our bodies are 
Diſcerned from the ground which once we were. 
It is the Abſtract of rhe Law of Nature ; 
And that wiuch every Reaſonable Creature 
Which hath a Body, muſt fubmit unto, 
With /zcorporzals, we have nought to do : 
Nor us, to ſearch concerns 4t any way 
What Law they are ovliged to obey. 
Salvation comes not by this Law indeed, 
Yet knowledge of our $2, and thar we need, 
A Saviour tor it, by this Law 1s raught ; 
Till which be known, no fatety can be wrought. 
Tis trove, we can keep it, yet it may 
'cep us, (rom running quite out of the way; 


Or, 
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The P rologue. | 5 
Or, keep us humble, "Thatthe works of Grace, 
May in our hearts, the better take their place. | 
' It maketh no man pure; Yet'tisa Glaſs 

By which the faireſt of old Adams race 


May view themſelves detorm'd, and alſo ſee 


In whar defects they ſhould repaired be. 
It makes not ſtreight ; and yet it may ſupply 
A helpful means, our ſelves torecify. 
It gives not fight ; but they that ſee may find 
It yieldeth light to thoſe who grow not blind, 
By wilful faults ; and Stubboraly contemn \ 
ThoſeBeams ofGrace, which mightenlighten them} 
It gives not ſtrength to go, ( we mult confeſs ) 
Bat, yet, it ſhews a way to happineſs ; 
And,they who can but love.it, when they know it, 
Shall either-be vouchfafed ſtrength to go it. 
By mediate help, or by immediate Grace, 
Exalted be to their deſired place. 
It cannot merit Love, But it may ſhew, 
Whether, or no, o#r Love be falſe or true. 
Though 'tis not life ; It is the death of Sin, 
Whereby the life of grace doth firſt begin 
To ſhew that /;ving Faith, wherein conſiſts 
The truth of their profeſſion who are Chri/?'s ; 
And they are not ſuſpected without cauſe, 
Falſe Chriſtians, who conform nor to theſe Laws. 
It is a needful Tutor, though ir ſtand 


| With looks Qlill frowning, and with Rod in hand 
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1 The Prologue. _ 
*Tis truly Good though 1ll thereby we Know, 
And oft befriends us, though it ſeem a Foe, 
It all condemns nor, though it puts in fear, 
It brings'to Chriſt ; and then it leaves us there. 

In brief, this Law ſhall ever be in force, 
Though from Believers God remove the Curſe. 
It ſhall in Zſence never fail a jot, © | 
(Akhoughſome Accidents continue not ) 
And therefore, they whoſe Faith ſhall them prefer, 
Obſerve it as a good REMEMBRANCER. 
* To. theſe forcomfort and encouragement , 
The promiſe which attends it we preſent * 
With all the circumſtances, which may give 
Aſſurances, of what they well believe ; 
Without thoſe Plagues or Tertors which we find 
Preſented to correct a flavith mind, 4 
For they that love their Founder need no bands | 
But love to keep them trie'to 'theſe commands. 

- Love is the Zaws fulfilling, 'tis that end 

To which both Laws and all good Aftions tend : 
And he that Loves, unto himſelf is made * 
A Law, whereto wenothing need to add. 
Betore the reſt, our Muſe, to fright them ſets 
The Tipes of puni/hments, and horrid Threats : 
It either, may bring hometthe Soul that errs, 
God's be the praiſe, the Comfort of it theirs. 
And let me ſhare the prayers and the bliſs 
O! thoſe that ſhall pe profited by this. Amen. 
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Pharoh, by great wonders wrought 


Commandment I. 7 
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To acknowledge God was brought, 
And had m_ light toſee 
Who, his only God ſhould be. 
Had he well that Guift employ'd, 
Special Grace, had been enjoy's ; 
But, no uſe thereof he made, 
And lo, loſt the gifthe had ; | . 
Stubborn too, the Fool did grow, 
And ran headlong to his woe. 
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Command, I. 


' , "Ber e Tut one God, and let him be 
F Khor" God who made and ranſom'd thee. 


"Ofuch as love,our God of Love makes "LT 
i Duty, and a bexeft, beſtown ; 
they. know the objec? of their Creed, 
Raphteduſneſs.-proceed. * 
| © of what followshere ) - 
"OG je Bo | age doth.appear. 
And by. the Sie ofthis great C omwand, 
A Duty. we may likewiſe underſtand®* 

Tothem whom no kind uſage may perſwade 
From ſinful Paths'( till they atraid are made ) 
We here exhibit Pharoh, as a chief 
Of thoſe, who ſuffered foran Unbelicf 
Join with contem pt of God ; that,ſuch from thence 
Might moved be to faichful penitence, 

Tothem that ſhall with Reverence and fear 

Receive the holy precept which they hear, 

We ſhew with /ove and mercy how they may 

Obſerve the Str reight, and Shun the crooked way: 
T hers 


Xe 
x 
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Commandment T. 9 
There is one God alone ; That God is he 
By whom we formed and reformed be, 
And they who ſerve another, or deny | 
His Attributes, commit 1mpiety.  (fay, 
This God, (that's God indeed) though he might 
My will and pleaſure is, you ſhall obey 
Me only as your Lord, (and unto us 
No reaſon render, why it ſhould be thus ) 
Proceeds not ſo ; but hath declared why 
We ſhould accept him for our ys 
E 


 Andperadventure this vouchſafed 


To teach them knowledge who his Yzccars be; 

And ſhew to us (by being meek and kind) 

How from falſe Gods the true one we may find, 
For to be God is to be good, and fo 

In Goodneſs infinite, to overflow, 

That all may taſt thereof ( excepting none ) 


| Such is my God, and heis God alone. 


The Egyptian Bondage, tipified all 

The Race of Adam, in their native Thrall, 
And as theirtemporal Saviour, Moſes than, 
Left not behind one hoof, muchleſs a man, 
Inſlav'd to Phareoh, ſo the bleſſed Son 

Of this Great God hath ranſom'd every one 
From that ſad houſe of Bondage and of pain 
Where we, without Redemption elſe had lain; 
For which great favour, he trom us doth crave, 
That we no other God, bur him ſhould have. 

X And 


Io Commandment T. 
And that we love him with a Reverent awe, 
Which is the whole fulfilling of this Law 
This Gracious God, by many is rejeQed, 
| And as they underſtand, or ſtand affeted, 
They take, or make up New oyes of ſuch things 
As almolt to contempt, the Godhead brings. 
He of himſelf would make ſome Deiry 
Who his own power ſomuch doth magnify, 
As if by that he thought to gain acceſs 
To preſent and to future happineſs. 
He makes the World his God who thinketh fit 
To love, to follow, ſerve, and honour it; 
As many do, and they who much incline 


To Jovethis God, arvenemies to mine, 
He makes his Lu/# a God who doth fulfil 


| In every thing his own unbridled Will : 


This Tyrant many ferve.; Yea this is He (free. 
Who makes them Bond/laves, whom God ſetteth 
He makes the worſt men Gods who doth obey 
Their Pleaſures, in.an unapproved way, 
Or. their imperious threatning ſo much feareth 
As think it from his Duty him deterreth. 
He makes the Devz/, God ; who doth believe, 
By evil means good bleſſings to receive ; 
Which very many ( very otten ) doe 
Whoſe words deny him, and defie him too. 
But ſome of usnot only Guilty ſtand 
' Of being breakers of this firſt Command, 


| 


« Such men, to gain the full of their delight, 


—— 


Commandment 1. IL 


By ſerving Gods beſide ; ( and more than ) bew, 
Who from Death,$Sin and Hell, did usredeem. 
But, either we negle& him alſoquite, 

Or, practiſe works to him ſo oppoſite, 

That into worſe impieries we fall _ 

Than ſuch, as yet, confeſs no God at all. 

For, by diſtruſt, ſelf-love, backſtling fear, 
Inconſlancy, Preſumption, fruitleſs Care, 
Impatience, Grudging, Frowardneſs or Pride, 
With other ſuch ; our God we have deny'd 
More oft than once, and oftner fear we ſhall 
Into this error through our trailty fall. 

This Law, (in ſome degree) is alſo broke, 
Unleſs we, to our powers, due care have took 
To Shun each cauſe of breaking it ; The Chief 
Is Zpnoraxce, (the ground of misbelief. ) 

The next, isto be oft, and willingly 

Among Profeſſors of Idolatry. 

The Third'is Servile fear, which many ways 
The Heart unto Idolatry betrays. 

The laſt (not leaſt ) is when the ſway we give 
To any Luſt or $:n : For (thus believe) 


j Will change their God, or leave Religion quite. 


. 


Yea, they who hate ar firſt fo groſs a Sin, 


| Are by the Devil this way hooked in. 

Y This Meditation here had found an erd 
Bit that there are, ſome others who offend 
I | 


Againſt 


F—"o—_y 


1' Commandment I. 
Againſt this Law, in ſuch a high Degree 
As that they muſt not quite unmention'd be. 

The trueſt God, conteſled is by them 
Their only God : They ferve and honour him 
In'outward ſhew ; and if believe we may, 
What they themfelves have pleaſed been to fay, 
They love him too ; But either they miſtake him, 
Or, by their own Invention, ſo new Make him, 
Thatthough they ſpeak him, by a gracious Name, 
The goodneſs of his nature, they defame 
By making him the Authour to have bin 
And cauſe original of every v1n : 
For in affirming that rhe tall of Man, 
And Sin, and Death from Gods meer will began, 
They fay no leſs, although they praiſe him much 
For being good to them, and ſome few ſuch. 

To fay of theſe Lam no whit afraid, 
As of old 1dol- Makers, hath been faid, 
Their God and they are like, for on their V// 
They ground their praQtices{ which muſt be till 
Suppoſed Juſt) and ſome, perchance, ofthem 
Would be as cruel as they fancy him 
But that rheir F-nite Natures cannot reach 
The Tyranies which they of him do preach. 

Let us of ſuch impicties beware, 
What we conceive of God let us havecare, 
And not (with fooliſh Hereticks) ſuppoſe 


By teaching common truths, and making ſhows | 
of Of | 


il 
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Commandment I, 


Of holy piety to keep Gods eye 
From {.cinp when we wrong, his Majeſty. 

For, if he bediſpleas'd with ſuch as make 
Good Creatures of his Godhead, to partake, 
How much more cauſe have they his wrath to fear, 
Who make him worſe than his wor/# Creatures are 2 
Ard that prime Attribute have overthrown, 
By which, he chiefly to be God 1s known 2 
For, none are bound to ſerve him {by this Law) 
But ſuch as hedid out. of bondage draw. 
For it he drew not all, then ſome there be 
Who, though they havea God, ours is not he, 
Atleaſt in ſuch a manner as may give 
Theſe Unbelievers courage to beheve. 

Their God they fay did ſome unhappy make 
To ſhew his power ; and for his Glorys fake; 
My God is he, who pittied their Eſtates, 
Whom theſe do fancy hopeleſs Reprobates 
An Iſſue leaving out of thattemprtation, 
In which they lying to their Juſt damnation, 


1 And for theday of wrath no ſinners made 
q But ſuch as doabuſe the Grace they had. 


Their God is he, who forc'd mankind to fl 


* And mine 1is he, who did Redeem us all, 


My ſweet Redeemer, ſo my heart incline, 


That, I may always keep this Law of thine 
Amen. 
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Superſtition here is free 

If her Idols rais'd may be 3 

And with Zeal the ſame purſues 
If will worſhip ſhe may ule. 
When, ſhe ſhould obey or hear 
Sacrifice, ſhe doth prepare. 

Such Religion to profels 

Is but irreligeouſneſs : 

And for that preſumptions vain, 
Many Liraelites were {lain. 


—— — 
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.Þy Of Gods true Being, and of true Devotton, 
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Command. ]II. 


Let every Hand and Heart refrain 
An Image of our God, to faiy. 


ITE 


NINE 


( hand, 
4 &s thouſand ſuffered by their brethrens 


For offering violence to this Command 
And for committing of the ſame offence, 
The Sword hath been in a&tion, ever ſince, 
( Some where or other ) to the devaſtation 
Of many a powerful and renowned Nation. 
For to adore one Godhead, and no moe, 
Save him, to whom ſuch Duty all men owe, 
Sufficeth not, unleſs our adoration 
Be ſuch as may obtain his approbation. 
A forged worſhip meriteth a Rod 
As truly as afalfitied God ; 
And ſuch as do their own Relg70n frame, 
Serve but their Fanczes , though God bear thename. 
When humane wit, had fool d away the notion 


| 


She calling to remembrance that each Creature 
Had in it ſome impreſſion of his nature, 


Did 


me. 
LON 


Did | 


{Were thought the Actors of his juſt Comma 


Commandment II. 17 
Did blindly ſeek him, by that couz'ning light, 
And loſt at laſt the knowledge of him quite. 
For, ſome did make him Figures like their own -; 
Some like to beaſts, and ſome like forms.untnowh: 
Then by degrees the Devil ſcrewed in 
To ſeem a God, and made the fouleſt Sin, 
Thought pious worſhip : For, though vile it be 
To picture. him whoſe form we cannot ſee; 
And to aſcribe to him imperfect features 
Who gave their bodies to thefaireſt Creatures : 
And in whoſe Eſſence all perfe&ions are, 
Yet in their wickedneſs they ſaid not there, 
By wicked Ceremonies they invited | 
The world to think the Godhead was delighted 
With helliſh a&tions for their living feed; 
In horrid wiſe to death did often bleed 
As acceptable offerings murtherous hands 


nds; 
i" 
| a 


And drunken Riots with laſczvions Games 


ISeem'd holy Datzes and had holy Names, _ # 


Nor did the Gentiles only thus miſdo | 
But many Fews, and many Chriſtians too, 
The ſelf fame fins in Eflence did commir, 


Though with new Vizzards they had covered itt 


For how much better are their Feſtivals 

Then Bacchanalian Riots, 1h whoſe Halls 

And Parlours are aſſembled ( in the ſtead 

Of thoſe poor Souls, m__ Charity ſhauld feed Y 


Commandment IL. 


- ARoutof Roaring ixuffins, who are there 
For nothing bur ro drink,or game and ſwear ? 
Except it be that they might ſoon undo 
Thoſe fools which do abule Gods bounty fo ? 
Mens tollies make chem frequently toerr, 
And, then, they Yice tor Yertae do prefer. 
Their Saper/titzon, makes them think amiſs 
Ot God ; And then their ſervice of him, is 
Accordingly devis'd : they favour not 
That worthip, which their wit hath not begot. 
They tear him Tyrant-like, and dream thar he 
Is pleas'd with ſuch ike worksas Tyrants be. 
For Carnal wiſdom, cannot be content, 
Unleſs it may be ſuffered to invent, 
The Scenes, which make her Stage Religzon ſeem 
To Superarrogate in her eſteem. 
Some, tho' they Scoff Idolatry, are hardly brought 
To ſerve a God of whom they have not thought. 
A circumſcribed Form, to which, they may 


= ©". a 


Addreſs themſelves, in that corporeal way, 
Which they attect and theretore up they rear ff 
Such Calves, as to their Fancies doappear - I" 


Yea ſometime ſuch cas they devile, 
As Piety would hate, and wit deſpiſe. 

Some others are too homely, and too bold 
Another way, and no man layeth hold 
Upon the 7r«rh, who thinks to ſeize thereon, |, 
By farcuing tor it, in himlelt alone. 


1 heſe 


Commandment IL 19. 
Theſe Sins againſt this Precept juſtly bland 
As thereto accellary have been nam'd, 
In what we muſed, on the Law before 
To which are added here, three other more, 
Vain Curioſity, blind Superſtition, 
Prophaneneſs, and a changeable Condition. 
By theſe we are perverted, yea, by theſe 
Our Godis formed as our fancies pleaſe ; 
Sometime (like thoſe of whom the Pſalmi/? ſpeaks) 
TheGod which tozt ſelf mans Fancy makes; 
Is either blind or careleſs. God, (ſays one } 
Beholdeth not thoſe evils that are done, 
Tuſh, God regardeth not, another ſays, 
The folly or perverſeneſs of our waies, 
Some others make unto themſelves, a God 
90 mild, as 1t he never us'd a Rod. 
>** And, ſome again do fancy him to be 
So cruel ; that their God appears to me 
Tobe that Saturn, now ſet up again, 
{Who ( as the ancient heathen Poets fain ) 
IDevourd his Children ; And they fain him, for 
That which the God-like nature doth abhor. 
Theſe Evils to prevent ; This Law divine 
11ne wandring hamane Fancy doth confine 
All men in Sacred worſhipings reſtraining 
s well, from /nrelleftual Objetts taining, 
JAs from Corporeal forms : And him God threats 
no due performance of this Law forgets, 
C 2 For, 


zeſe 


20 Commandment TIL 


For God himſelf who knoweth beſt how far 
By repreſentments, it convenient were, 

To ſhadow forth his zatare, did devize 
As many and as few as might ſuffize. 

God knew, that if mans frailty might not ſee 
Some obzetts, whereupon might fixed bt | 
His weak Devotion, he would either make 
Pain Fittions, or Devotion, quite forſake. 

It therefore, pleas'd, his goodneſs to prepare 
Thoſe objefts for the Jews, which fitting were 
For them; fuch was the Serpent made of braſs 
Till by 1dolators abus'd it was. 

Such were their Temple and the Mercy Seat 

On which or towards which their eyes were ſet, 

In their Devotion ; that the wandring ſence 

"There being fixed, Faith might raiſe from thence 
The fafer flight, and that Religion may 

A body have, wherein her Soul may ſtay, 

For, doubtleſs that Rehgion 1s untrue, 
Which hath no outward ſhape for men to view. 
As for the Jews : Ourweakneſs, tendring too 
God, hath vouchſafr the like, for usto do. 

He hath advanc'd for us to look upon 
The Image of his Crucified Son, 
And limb'd him in his word with ſuch dimenſions 
As may, and ſhould employ our Apprehenſions, * 
Without all vain additions of our own, 
Uatil, the Eſſexce of it, may be known; 


Nor } 


Commandment II. TH 


Nor of our {elves nor to our ſelves was made 
This Image ; But, thefame, from God we had. 
1 He ſct it up, for usto fall before it ; 
To contemplate ; to honour ; to adore it. 
This Image he that faithfully ſhall view, 
ee || Thereby, that long left Image may renew, 
' | Wherein Mankind was framed by God's hand, 
And in that /keneſs weſhall ever ſtand. 
Still praiſed be that mage, which hath power 
To perfect ſuch ImperfeCtneſs as our : 
And let all thoſe who ſhall the ſame deſpiſe 
Be guilty of the worſt /dolatrzes. 
Oh Chriſt ſo perfett my renewed will 
That I this holy precept may fulſil. 


5 


Amen. 
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Commandment III. 


I ou ſhat nottake if name "IY- Lord ty God. 2 vaucl 


Curſes, Blaſphemies, and Oaths, 
Some, can vary as their Cloaths ; 
And, the Ruffin, now, begins 

To ſeek faſhionable {1ns, 

No more fearing to blaſpheme, 
Than to take a praiſefu] Theme ; 

" But the Sin they count ſo ſmall, 
Doth aloud for vengeance call : 
And, in Figure here we view 
What for this offence was due. | 

C 4 Command. 
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Command. TIL. 


If thou wilt free be kept from blame ; 
Take not in vain, GOD s holy NAME. 


” | O fright Blaſphemers, we preſent them with 
An Emblem, of the Son of Shelom?th : 

(Who worthily, condemned was to dye, 

And, Stoned for his daring Blaſphemy : ) 

For, 'tisa Crime now ripened in exceſs, 

Though branded with a horrid Guiltineſs : 

And of this Blott, (who ever ſtandeth free) 


. All theſe that follow deeply Guilty be. 


Th2 Common FIwearer : For, his impious tongue 
Not only to the Godbead, offers wrong ; | 
But, (to his power) he ſometime rends and t cars 
Chriſt's holy Body, when he vainly ſwears. 

' Hethat afteReth curſings groweth foul, 
By what this Law forbids, For ; on the Soul 
Which loves to Curſe, theſe plagues are often 
Which to befall another, are beſovght. (brought 

They are not in a mean degree to blame, 

Who ſhall prophane the great Aſmighty's name | 
i [= =. Throvgh 


th 
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| Commanehment - III. 2% 
Through Levity, as when him name they ſtall, 
Far trifling Cauſes; or, no cauſe at all. 


He, that with Oaths, proteſts in matters vain; 
Or, ſwearers for Truths, what he himſelf doth faim ; 


| Or, ze/ls for certain, an uncertain thing ; 


Or, vows to God, what he neg/etts to bring ; 
Or, maketh vows of what are not allowed : 
T hings lawful ; or, things comely to be vowed: 
Even he who ere he be that ſhall tranſgreſs 
Theſe ways, is tainted with a guiltineſs. 
For, all theſe ways, Gods name is vainly uſed ; 
And ſuch offences cannot be excuſed. 
To theſe we add our Scevites, who preſume 
The power of Exorciſms to aſſume, 
And work by Conjurations of ſuch kind, 
As may no lawful approbation find, 
And much from theſe, thoſe Cheaters differ not, 


Who by confederacy the name have got, 


Of cunning men or women, and pretend, 

To know black Arts and PraCtice, to defend 
Our bodies, or to keep our goods from harms, 
By wicked Spels ; prophaning 1n the Charms, 


| Thenames of God, or portions of his Writ ; 


For, in ſuch Actions they diſhonour it. 
Nor is he better who delights ro make, 
Gods Truth a Theam for vain diſcourſes ſake, 
Or, thence extracteth leſts ; or, reads, or hears 
His Word, with heedleſs Eyes,with careleſs Ears, 
p Z Or 


26 Commandment III. 


Or unprepared Heart. Nor, are they leſs 


Prophane ; who to conceal their wickedneſs, 
Or, meerly to be deemed men devout : 
Still at their Girdles bear, Gods Book about, 
Or, Study holy' Scriptures to deviſe : 
A Cloak for Sins ; and proofs for Hereftes , 
Or, truths pervert their falſhoods to maintain, 
For, all of theſe aſſume God's Name in vain. 
They of the like offence partakers are, 
Who (as they term it) make a Holy War 
For Chriſt; And in his name do that pretend, 
Which is for ſome concealed wicked end. 


All they who pray for theſe, (by name of ſuch, 


Do fight Gods Battles) dooffend as much 
If they ſhall know it; For, accurſed is 
Such bold and bloody policy as this. 

He that plots Treaſon, or invents a Lze, | 
The Cauſe of God or Truth to juſtifie ; 
Doth Stray as wide : For, to aſſiſt his Foes, 


Theſe in Gods Name; within his Enſign goes. 


Moreover they are guilty of this Crime 
Who in «»decent marner or ill time 


_ Reprove, or threat, or comfort, or apply 


Gods promiſes, or Judgments, or deny, 
Their needful application in Gods Name, 


When time, and place for them require the fame. \ 


For, of the Service, careleſs they appear, 
Pertaining untohim, whoſe name they bear. 
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Commandment [1I. 27 
He breaks this Law who runs erehe beſent, 
And in Gods name ſpeaks what God never meant, 

He that from Zoly Orders, goeth back, 
And by his Idleneſs becometh ſlack 
In Duties of his Ca/g ; or (grown rich, 
By Church promotions) thinks it overmuch, 
To execute that FunCtion as he ought, 
To which with wealth and honour he is brought, 
Even he, what fair excuſe ſo ere he make, - 
Is juſtly faid Gods name in vain to take. 
For, it he proveth guiltleſs, he receiv d 
Adiſpenſation, more than Ibeliey'd. 
A Prayer without Faith ; a formal mention 
Of Gods dne praiſe, without a due intention. 
Yea, vain or complemental Salutations, 
Without Sincerity are prophanations 
Againſt this Law,though many men have thought, 
That theſe are ſigns of perſons better taught. 
Diſſembling Fats ; Thankſgivings mumbled out, 


{ With babling Repititions, (and devour, ) 


_ 
(4 
- 


In nought but feigned Term orlength of Time, 


Do make men guilty, likewiſe, ot this Crime; 


\ 


vw 


Nay many. Sermons of the vulgar ſtrain, 

Are taking of the Name of God in vain. 
He that his Chxrch or Chappel hath bedeckt, 

And yet Gods living Temples doth negleCt. 


* {7 He, thata love tothoſe, doth ſeem to carry, 


e | 


: 


Yet, leaves defac'd his outward Sanftuary ; 
"ip He 


28 Commandment 11l. 


He that to bend his body isaſham'd, 
When he ſhall here his bleſſed Saviour nam'd., 

He that without an inward Adoration, 

Bows outwardly, or, with an AfﬀeCtation, 

To mimick Geſtures; or, performs the fame, 
Unto the vocal ſounding ofthe Name, 

Or either praCtiſeth, or leaves undone, 

Such Duties in Contempt of any one : 

Even He (though to be guiltleſs he pretends,) 
Againſt this Third Commandementr offends, 

Bur none this holy precept more have broke 
Than they, who on themſelves Chrifts name have 
Yet live like fidets, excepting thole, (took ; 
Who guild Hypocriſy with Godly ſhows, 

And under pious habits uſe to prey, 

On thoſe, (who being more ſincere than they ) 
Are threatned, and ſuppoſe all well beſtown, 
While theſe will take ; till nothing is their own. 
God keep his Lambs from theſe as from the worſt 
Ofall Diſſembers, and the moſt accurlſt, , 

The Faults condemn'd, ſeem nothing to have | 
To this abhorred Hell begotten Sin, (bin ' 
Are Drunken Jollities, unbridled paſſion; 

A wicked Cuſtom, Slight conſideration, 

And evil Nurture( but much blame is caſt, 

On Tutors and ſome Parents for the laſt,) 

All theſe muſt therefore ſhunned beby him, 

That would not Swear, For-ſwear, Curſe nor Blaſ- 
*- pheme. ts. | 
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Commandment 1Il. 29 


This muſt be likewiſe heeded, that unleſs 
We ſtill (onall occaſions) do confeſs, 
The Name of God; and SanCtifie it too, 
By ſuch good Duties, as we ought to do : 
( As 1n © Rehieving thoſe who in his Name,) 
Shall ask (without abuſing of the fame,) 
| In ſwearing by it, when juſt cauſe requires, 
| In ſuffering for it, (though by Sword and Fires) 
When God may be diſhonour'd, by a baſe 
Forſaking ofour Faith, or of our Place. 
ve | Yea, if we benot ready to our might, 
© ; [In all God's Attributes to do him right ; 
And honour him, in Deed, in Word, and Thought, 
In what we can, (although not as we ought) 
We faulter in our Duty ; and *tis plain, 
We do profeſs tro bear Gods name in vain. 
«My Heart LORD GOD fo ſettle inthy way 


fi * That I this Law, may never diſobey. 
e | Amen. 
n | 


Command. IV. 


Commandment IW. 31 
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*Tisnot in the Common Creed 
That he gather'd Sticks for need, 
Who for Sabbath breaking dy'd, 
For all wants were fo ſupply'd, 
Thar ir ſeems he did cranſgreſs, 
By Contempt, or Careleſneſs. 
He commits the ſame offence, 
'Gainſt this Preceprs moral ſence, 
Who the Chriſtian Sabbaths wrongs, 
And a Plague to him belongs, 
Command, - 
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Command. 


To hallow, do not thouforget 
Thoſe times, whith God apart hath ſet. 


PASSED 


Ou that our Chriſtian Sabbath do deſpiſe, + 
Behold this Figure with regardful eyes :. 
For, though on us this Precept doth not lay 
The Ceremonial ſervice of the day ; | 
Or, to a Jewiſh Sabbath, us confine ; 4 
It n'retheleſs, a Duty doth enjoin,. ? 
Which no man living can be freed from ; 
Tl! to the general Judgment Chr/ ſhall come. 
For, Nature urges, that convenient Reſt, 
Should be allowed both to- Man and Beaft, my 
Leſt their corporeal ſubſtance ſhould miſcarry {| 
Before the time ; And'tis as neceſſary, 
The Soul ſhould have ſomeleiſure to attend | 
His wi, on whom her 4eing doth depend. 
0 Freemen,may reſt their bodies when they plaſe, |- 
i And Wiſe men, know how for to take theircaſe : J:' 
1 But, lab'ring Beaſts, and Men who are depnaved, || 
Wu Or, they whom wants, or Tyrants have enſaved, | C 
Had | 
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Commandment IV. 33 


, | Had reſtleſs lived, till cheir life time ended, 
= | Unleſs this holy Law had them befriended ; 
* | And they who to the fleſh moſt favour ſhow 
For Soul affairs, but little time allow. 
This God at firſt foreſaw, and for that cauſe 
» | ( Though in Mays heart he then ingrav'd his Laws 
Eſſential, and long oblig'd himnot = 
To ſuch additions as time fince begot ) 
Yet when he found rhat error and tranſgreſſiort 
Had wholly raſed out the firſt impreſſion z 
To {top Corruptions Growth, he afterward 
To Rites, to times, and places had regard. 
All men at firſt had liberty to take 
What daies they pleaſed holydates to make; 
Or, for convenient Reſ?. Nor did from all 
This freedom ceaſe when God the Jews did call 
To keep their Sabbaths ; For, to one ſet day 
No Nation were oblig'd fave only they; 
Nor, had the Gentiles any other 2zes 
Save to obſerve it in a moral wile, 
ISo far as might preſerve unto the Creatarc 
{The freedom and well being of its nature. 
| A Law concerning Reſt and holy Dues 
IConfin'd indeed the people of the Jews 
( |ITo one ſer day, even oneſet dayin ſeven, 
e: yo them were Ceremontes allo giveri | 
4, (Concerning it ; which no man might tranſgre!s 
4 {Save in greatneed) without much guiltineſs 
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That Law, which nature ſimply had received 
- At our firſt 'being was tothem derived 
With ſuch like Accidents as might be beſt | 
To keepthem firm, and bring in all the reſt 
In Gods appointed ſeaſon to embrace 
The Law of Nature in the Law of Grace. 
Their Cuſtomsand their Ceremonial day 
With Chriſt was buried and ſo ſwept away. 
When he. aroſe from death, that to renew 
And celebrate the Sabbath of the Few, 
We are no more obliged than to rear | 
Their Temple, and to build their Altar here, 
- And yet, leſt man's corruption and the Jack 
Of Accidents, might bring the Subſtanceback. 
Even to the firſt neglect, Chr:/ diſt inſtate 
His Church with power to change or abrogate 
The Circumſtances of this Law; ſo far 
As needful ſeem'd, Provided that it were 
Eilentially preſerved, and in this 
She hath performed what required is. 
For, though the 7ime be changed, it retains 
'The ſame proportzon ; It for uſe remains 
The ſame in Eſſence, and that being ſo 
The ſame obedience, 1s now due thereto, | 
And, to what Circumſtance the Charth thinks fit, 
To help continue the right uſe of it. 
Now therefore, though that every day be free 
For works which truly neceſſary be ; 
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Commandment - TV. - Je 
And, though thoſe Worſbipers which are ſificete 
May worſhipany day or any where, 


\ Yet none can without guiltineſs deſpiſe 


The Places, Rites or Times, of Sacrifice 
Appointed by the Charch, while they accord 
What may be authorized by the word. 

This Law is therefore broke when we deſpiſe 
The Faſt ings, Feaſtings, or Solemnities 
The Church appoints, or if we ſhall deny 


{ Such daies to honour and to fanttify 


By reſt from Common Labours, whenſoere 
We may without. much damage, them forbear ; 
Or, if wevilify thoſe Chriſtian Rites 
Whereto the publick diſcipline invites, 
Or, them perform not on their proper day 
As often as conveniently we may. 
This Law is broke, itto our lab'ring Beaff, 
Or, Servant, we allow not ſo much reſt 
As nature ſhall require, and may conduce 
To keep them able for our lawtul uſe. 


| Or, if we ſhun not all occaſtous too 


Whereby we may againſt this Law miſdo. 


| And they are theſe ; A hardred heart, a mind 


Prophane, and unto Greedineſs inclin'd, 
A falſe beliet; falſe /zberty ; falſe knowledge, 


| Frequenting of the Company and Colledge. 


Off falſe believers ; ( From whom ſelf wil pride 
And Superſtition no man can 6ivide. "y 
D 2, Lit 
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Let no man then that lawleſs freedom take 
Which may occaſion ſtrife or ſcandals make, 
By needleſs Labours, nor miſ-cenſure:them 
Who take ſome liberties which they condemn, 
In things indifferent, and ſhall not move 

In ſuch 'gainſt which their Governors approve ; 
And in their mangers let them peaceful be, 
Though they in their opinions diſagree. 

Let not thoſe times the Church hath ſet apart 
To reſt the body, to inſtruct the heart, 

And to preſerve a due Commemoration 
Ofevery bleſſed means of our Salvation, 

Be judged vain, or, that they do not draw 
Authority ſufficient for this Law : 

But let them know for Truth, though not for news, 
That all the Feaſts and Sabbaths of the Fews 
Were but the Typesof ours ; and thar itrhey 
Shall tor the Shades the Sabſtance caſt away, 
They are unwiſe; and guilty of offence 

Againſt this Precept in the moral ſenſe. 

Let thoſe who tor the bodies eaſe and pleaſure 
Part of this 7zme allow ; preſerve the meaſure 
That's juſtly due, and in due manner too 
Do that which is allowable to do: 

; Not forthe Soul's well being caring leſs 
4 han to prevent the Bodies wearinels. 

Let them who of the Soul moſt heedful ſeem, 
Remember, {lll, the Budy to eſteem, 


As 


Commandment IV. 


A Portion of that Manheod, for whoſe fake 

| Our Jabbath-miker did all Sabbaths make, 

And give it ſo much liberty as may 

Make pleafant all the Duties of the day. 

And fince no private Spirit can impoſe 

A Rule for all; let all berul'dby thoſe 

| Who by a publick Spirit come to learn 

| What may a publick body beſt concern. 

{ Or,ifamong us any one ſhall deem 

There is a truer way madeknown to him ; 

So let him walk that he himſelf approve 

To be in all hiswaies a Child of Love. 

For ſure Iam, thatif thecommon peace 

He keep until humz/:ty increaſe, 

True k»owledge in him he, then plain will ſee 

Who beſt expounds this Law the Church or He. 
Come Holy Ghoſt, ſo ſauttify my heart, 
That from this Law 1 never may depart. 


Amen. 
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He that ſought his Fathers death 
Sonleſs, yielded up his breath. 

He, that would his Prizce have (lain, 
Had his pardon ſent in vain, 

For although the King forgave, 
Fuſtice urg'd her due to have, 

That Rebellious Children may 
Learnthis precept to obey, 

And the Subje& ſtand in awe 

How he Sins againſt this Law. 
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Command. V. 


Oa them all honours due, beſtow, 
Who, by the Name of Parents go. 


'Hat of Rebelling Subjeits will become, 
And gracelels Childres view in Abſolom: 

For, whoſe Ottence the Earth did ( as it were ) 
Retuſal make his Bodies weight to bear, 
And Heavn rejeRts it ; thar they might preſent 
Him hanging for a dreadful Monument 
Through Ages all, to warn and keep in awe 
The ſleighters and Infringers of this Law. 

'This foremoſt Precept « of the ſecond Table 
Unto the firſt, in this 1s anſwerable 
They both enjoyn and Zonour where 'tis due, 
Their differences are theſe which do enſue: 
Here #lefing follows ; there it went before 
One Parent, that concern'd ; This, many more. 

He that ſhall break this Precept, maketh ſnares 
Wherein to hang himſelf at nnawares, | 
And overthrows (as much as in him lies ) 
All Common-weals, and all Soczetes ; 


Yet 
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Yer, ſome affe& it not, but loudly cry 
For times which may erect a Parity. 


And, ſome who dream they keep it, are toblume 


By being ignorant how far the Name 
Of Parent reacheth, which we briefly ſhow, 
That they might better do and better know. 
We from the Parents of our bodies have 
A natural being ; and they juſtly crave 
To be obey d 1n all things, but in thoſe 
Which either may Superior powers oppoſe, 
Or, to ſome Being hurries us; that ſhall 
Be worſe, than to have never been at all. 
Beſide theſe Parents, we to many moe 
A Duty, by this Obligation owe. 
The Fathers of our Country, by this Law 
Firſt claimeth of us, Zonour, Love and Awe, 
And from himſelf, the ſame Prerogatives 
To his Inferiour Magiſtrates derives. 
There is a Fatherhood in thoſe that be 


| Our Elders, and our Betters in degree. 


Our Maſters alſo, may have warrant here, 


1 To challenge from us, Reverence and Fear. 
| And Husbands alſo may infer from hence 
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Good proof of right to their preheminence ; 
And if a witneſs wanted thereunto, 

My Wite I know would fay the ſame I do. 
And that, Igive God thanks foras a bleſſing, 
T hat is not tounnd inevery mans poſſeſſing. 
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Our Ghoſtly Fathers by whoſe careful pain 
Wewxe anew begot, and born again ; 
(Ev.1 to a life more excellent than that, 
Whreto our fleſhly Fathers us begat) 
Hare Honours due, no leſs than thoſe to whom, | 
W: Sons and Daughters in the Fleſh become, 
Ya and our Fathers in ſome fort they be, | 
Vho, from Thrall,Wants,andDeath,hath ſet us free. 
Alltheſe from us an Honour may command, F 
fecording to the place wherein they ſtand; 
"oſome of them we do not owe alone, 
*hat Honour which may outwardly be done, 
Yr, that-unfain'd reſpet, which doth accord, 
Nith bare Obedzence, - But we muſtafford 
All helps, whereby wealfo, may prevent 
[he Want, the Shame, the Harm, or Diſcontent, 
Which may befall them, we ſhould meekly bear 
Their words and blows,ev n when unjuſt they are ; 
We ſhould not pleaſure take inany thought, 
With which diſhonour may ro them be brought. 
Though they ſhould curſe us, we muſt always vlels, 
Defend. their lives and hide their nakedneſs, 
We ſhould not hear them wrong'd : nor ſhould our | 
To ail men tell ir,when they do us wrong,(tongue | 


| 


Bur pray and itc:ive,rhat blameleſs we might prove, | 
How crookedly ſo 'ere they pleaſe to move. | 
For he alone who thus obey them ſhall, | 
Hathan Obedience Evangelical, 


A, kk 9B _ oo, 


Among | 
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| Among thoſe many who theſe Laws do break, 

\nd- paſs unheeded any breach to make, 

Dn this Command, whogreatly are to blame, 

n being diſobedient to the ſame, 

Lhe firitand worſt are thatill turord ſeQ, 

Vho Magiſtrates, and Rulers contradict, 

They who at all Superiors madly ſtrike, 

ree, And fain would have us honour dall alike, 

\redeeply guilty, and this juſt command, 

hey fruſtrate make ; it ought I underſtand. . 

The other ſort, doth Government forſgke, 

Df whom God pleas d this gracious Law to make, 

Do ſometime alſo grievoufly tranſgreſs; 

\cainſt this Law when they by wiltulneſs, 

By Pride, or Cruelty, provoke or ſtir, 

nt. [Thoſe to Tebel, who Sons or Faſſals are. 

eard For, he that wiltully gives cauſe of ill, 

re ; Phares equal Guilt with him that adts it fill. 
By fſinning he brings others to be naught, 

ht. [Then ſuffe rs by them, for the Sin he taught. 

ſs JFor they who Tyrannous Commands do lay, 

— {Shall find their Servants treacherouſly obey. 

zur 1 The Crimes forbidden here as having bin, 

ve JOccaſipns ota more immedaate Sin, 

Ve, IJAgainſt this Law ; are Envy, Self conceit, 

Licentiouſneſs (which thinketh over ſtreight, 

| All tyes of Government. ) Forgetfalneſs, 

|< Of thoſe Comryodities which we poſleſs, 


By 


Commandment /. 
By them who Rule us likewiſe we may add, : 
Ingratitude ; 'Ill habits ſooner had, h 
Than loſt) Groſs Rudeneſs : and the Vice, 
Whence moit Sins flow infatiate Avarice. 

' I now remember that I named not 

Some other Parents overmuch forgot. 
We have a Heavenly Pather unto whom, 
His Children ſhould more dutiful become 
Than yet they be. But, what to him we owe, 
The former Table oftheſe Laws doth ſhow. 

We have a Mother too, which (more our Sin) 
Hath in this Age 'ore muchneglected bin, 
| Nay worſe ; (I would it were untruly faid) 
She hathdifhonour'd been and diſobey'd, 

More like a cruel Step-dame than like her, 
Within whoſe blefled Womb conceiv'd we were. 
I mean the holy Church the Spouze of Chri/t, 
For we her wholſome Diſcipline reſiſt, 

Her comely Ceremomes we deipile, 

Her Government we often Scandalize, 

We ſlight her Bleſſings, we her Counſels hate, | 
We of her Ornaments and her Eſtate 
Diſpoil her ; her beſt Children we betray, 
And when ſhe would embrace we run away, 
In all which rhings we difobey this Law, 
And vengeance both on Sou! and Body draw : 
God grant this wickedneſs we may repent, 
Before he change intoa Punithment, 


The | 


Commandment V, 45 


he Blefingpromis'd : For he from the Land, 

ill root the breakers of this great Command,” 
hat men may know the danger to contemn, 
\ good Condition ; when 'tis off red them. 

Some arealready gone : And though few ſee, 
Dr will confeſs) that they afflicted be 
or this offence : yea though few think that they, 
ſere rooted out, becauſe they went away 
y their own choice: Yet God to them hath ſhew'd 
heir error by ſome Plagues which have enſu'd ; 
ince their departure, that they might perceive, 
ow frowardly they did their Mother leave ; 
nd that the truly penitent might there, 
njoy the Bleſſing they did forteit here. 
od open ſo their eyes in their diſtreſs, 
nd ſo inſtruct them in that Wilderneſs, 
o which they run, that(though like Sarahs Maid, 
hey fly from her with whom they ſhould have 
hey may divert our heavy Condemnation, (ſtaid 


And leave a bleſling to this Generation. 


ord Grant thou this, and that thoſe may not ſhame 
heir Brethren who departed without blame, 


To civilize the Lands which know not yer, 


heir blindneſs, nor what Sins they do commit. 
And gracious God, preſerve a Heart inme, 
Which to this Law may ſtill obedient be. 
Amex. 
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Murther leaves a bloody ſtain, 
Which unpurged will remain, 
Till a Flood of Tears it coſt, 
Or till blood for blood be loſt. 

Nor old age, nor length of time 
Cleared Foab of this Crime, 
Nor his Power, though great it was, 
Nor a priviledged place . 
Could his head from vengeance hide, 
But for this Offence he dy'd. 


2 Do no murder KO. 
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Thy Makers Image do not ſpill, 
Wh here God commands thee not to kill. 


One had been ſafe, anlef the bloody ſin 
Forbidden here, had both reſtrained been, 
And ſtill purſued ( miſchiefs to prevent ) 
With open and with ſecret puniſhment. 
Therefore Almighty God (who hath decreed 


' Thathe who ſheds his Brothers 4/007, ſhall bleed ) 
Attends it {till with vengeance: and the Sword 

( According to the dreadful ſounding word 
Pronounc'd long ſince to David ) {hall not leave 
Him or his houſe who doth of life bereave 

A guiltleſs man ; till for that crying guilt, 

Some Bloodof his untimely ſhall be ſpilr. 

For though like him, whom here we repreſent 
Men, may by greatneſs, keep off puniſhment, 
Till they are old, it will their heels purſue, 

And give them at the laſt their 4loody due ; 
For I have rarely heeded oze in ten, 


Of thoſe raſh-headed, and fool-hardy men, 


Commanament V1. 49 
ho. ( as they fondly term it) fazrly kill ; 
Bur, ehey or theirs, have either ſuffered till, 
Deaths violent ; .or died in their prime, 
Or, Iſueleſs ; for this Blood-ſpilling Crime. 
ea, and for ought is known, the ſelf-ſame Doom 
Mn thoſe wha yet eſcape, e're long may come. 
\nd if the fazr dove Murthers have theſe Fates, 
ow ſhall he ſcape that foul ones perpetrates! 
Df this offence, let allmen -IM 113-26 make 
or their own weal, or for their Childrens fake 
Whom they beget : For inthe ſame degree 
herein they murther, 1t repaid thall be, 
Dn their own perſons, or on {ome of thoſe 
y whom her due, juſt vengeance may not loſe; 
If thou haſt took away the life of Fame 
* / From any, thou ſhall ſuffer 1n thy Name. 
f by unchriſtian Anger, or by hate, 
hou ſhalt occaſion what may ruinate 
\nothers Being ; in thy Generation, 
"rin thy ſelf, expect retaliation. ; 
nleſs Repentance in a Fount of tears (wears. 
Shall cleanſe that ſtain, which nothing elſe out- 
Nt Oppreſſion makes the Poor his life to leeſe 
ike Poyſons which deſtroy;men by degrees, 
ith lingring Deaths, and in an age or two 
hat Sin-doth all thoſe Families undo | 
hich were enrich'd thereby, yea I have {cen 


_ [heir Sons who by oppreſſion rais'd have been, 
F to 


5o Commaniment VI 
To fall from large Eſtates by ſome and ſome 
Till rhey to ſuch baſe poverty have come, 
As broughe them to the Gallows : Therefore the) 
ACt murthers who take means of life away 
By an oppreſſing hand ; and murther not 
The poor alone ; but thoſe whom they begot.. 
He is in Heart a Murtherer who prays 
For others deaths ; and 1n efte& he oe 
Who can, but will not fave, if to afford 
Deliverance, with J«/#:ce will accord, 
Nor from this error are they counted free, 
Who, witringly ſhall an occaſion be. 
To other men, - of that which may intice 
By word, or by example to this vzce. 
Suchare thoſe Hackſters,(who themſelves donam 
Men of the Sword ) (but ſureenough I am ) 
( Men ofa baſe Condition) theſe are they 
Who fleſh our blooming Gexrry inthe way 
Of brutilh Qzarrels, 'and their minds poſſeſs 
With Rage inſtead of ſober Manlineſs. 
Juſt of their ſtamp, are they who ſhall provok 
T heir Friends unto Revenge for what was ſpoke 
In drink or paſſion ;' making them believe 
They were diſgraced if they ſhould forgive ; 
And fo the Fools are urged to purſue } 
Thoſe wicked Counſels which at laſt they rue, 
Another way as faulty are thoſe men 
Who publuth by the tongue or by the pen | 
Tho: 


k *. 


kf 


5 Ue 1 


Commandment VI. © © ©5 
Thoſe Hereſies and Fancies which undo 
(Here and for aye ) themſelves and others too. 

ef Theſe laſtJare out of queſtion deeply dy'd _ 
In this red Crime, though fome ofthem can hide 
Their Guilt with holy ſhews. The former ſort 
Though well eſteem'd, and ſuch as nonereport * 
Or take for Murtherers, would ſoon be caſt 
If an impartial verdi& ſhould' be paſt. ; 

There is a murthering poyſon in ſome words * 
And Flatterzes, are otherwhile the Swords | 
That Kill their hearers, though when they infect; 
They donor murtherby aline direct. 
Moreover, other while unkinUneſs may 

Strike dead a Gentle heart} and ſuch'as play 

m4 Falſe play in Love,( as when they doallure 
Andcauſleſly. reje& ) may ſoon procure 
Unrimely Death. Bur ſuch like youthful Crimes 
Though jeſted at, bring vengeance many times. 
He that by lawful means doth blood require 
For blood unjuſtly Spilt, with more deſire 

2k To fatisfy his rage, than to prefer 

> | True Juſtice, is a parcel Murtherer. 
And ſo are ſuch, who practiſe to encreafe 
A publick Concord, or mens private peace. 

L In ſome degreeof Murtherers are they 
Who to their might remove not far away 
All ſuch occafonings as may begin 
Or help to perfect this inbumane Iz 

oft E 2 And 


$2 Commandment V1. 
And therefore by this Law, we are forbidden, 
To keep an Enmuty in {ecret hidden, * 
That may provoke Revenge : which to prevent 
A Duty doth precede the Sacrament 
{ OfChriſtian 2»zty ; and they commit 

| Againſt this Law who fail to practiſe it. 

Pride, Wrath, Scorn,, Avarice, Wine in exceſs, 
Wrongs, Jeers, Negletts, ,and Jeſts with bitterneſs, 
With other ſuch (which cither are or draw 
Occaſions gn, to violate.this Law) _.. 
Are breaches of it. And though few ſuſpe, 
(Becauſe theſe are. but þreaches indirect) 
That ſuch-enormfities unpuniſh't be_.. 
(For thar, but ſeldom they inflicted fee _ 
Immediate ſtripes) yet,..queſtionleſs, by ſuch 
Thoſe troubles are brought on, that ſhonten much 
The life of Man ; and thereby finiſh'd-are * :; 
His numbred years befgre he is aware... 

The Soyid;er (whom, I had almoſt forgot) 
Is very peaceful, ifhe myrthernot. _ - . 
To kill is his profeſſion; yet I ſay, . 
He murthers if his Priſner he ſhall ſlay, 
The battel being paſt, The Voluntary 
Whom, an ambitious Ayarice doth carry, 
To hoſtle Actions, when his lawful Prince, 
Nor ſends nor calls hijn, nor the jaſt defence 
Of his own perſon, or his Countries good 
Engageth to become a man of blood, X 

vn 
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Commandment V1. 53 
Ev'n he may be ſuſpected, not to tread 
A path ſo noble, and fo warranted 
As he concelves : yet neither praiſc I them, 
Nor do I peremptorily condemn 
Their practice, but refer what I have ſaid, 
In their own conſcience to be rightly weigh'd, 

* Lord give us eyes our Secret ſins to ſee, 
« While time and place to us vouchſafed be, 
6 That we may leavethem, and that Loveembrace 
« Which will conceal them with her vail of grace. 
* For, if with Foab we grow old in Sin, 
* Which hath not really repented bin, 
*'Tillthou growſt angry ; vengeance will not tarry 
* But ſmites us dead, ev'n in thy Sandtuary, 
. * Thrice holy Trinity, my Heart poſleſs, 

* And, I, this Precept, never ſhall tranſgreſs. 


Amen, 


E 3 Command, PII. 
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When this Figzre thou haſt ey'd, 
Think how theſe two Winrons dy'd, 
And what horror was therein, 
When Death took them in their Sin, 
 Hurrying them from their delight, 
To an Everlaſting Night. ; 


That thou ſtill may'ſt careful grow; 
From thoſe evils to be free, 


Which this Law forbids to thee. 
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Mind it well, and mind it ſo, 


E 4 Command, VII 
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" Comman. VII | 
©". Commit thou no ſuch At unclean, 
' As here Adultery, doth mean, 


' bs p Ehold this Figere, you, who take delight, 
S lTogive the Reins to wanton Appetite : , 
And, fay within your ſelves 3 why may not we, 
Struck ſuddenly, in our Polations te, 
As well as theſe and others,who have bin, 
Attatched in the very Aft of Sin ?. 

Conſider this and tremble : For no year 
Wheels round, but, we of one or other hear 
Thus taken ; That, you might forſake the ſnare; 
And others be forwarn'd of coming there, 

Permit Adultery, and none ſhall breed 
Without a Murgrel and a mingled ſeed, 
Allow ſuch mixtures and ncne then ſhall know, 
On whom the dues of birth-right to beſtow, 
Save a bleſt Faftion. And what havoke then 
Will Trecherys and Murthers make of Men ? 
And, who will carctul be to foſter thar 
Which no mu20Wwns, and Brutiſh Luſt begat? 


50 
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Commandment V1L. 


$7 


So needful was this Law, that hereto dwell 
Without it, were to live the life of Hell "+ © 0 


With Fiends mcarnate, whoſe licentiouſneſs 


Their own and others miſchiefs would increaſe, 


Be therefore thankful for it ; and declare' ' 
Your thanktulneſs with diligence and care 
In keeping of it ; that your may have reft 
From ſorrows hete, and be hereafter bleſt, 


And leſt your Duties from you, may be hidden, 


Obſerve that by this Precept is forbidden, 
Not only ſuch uncleanneſs as polluteth 

A Married Bed ; but, that it rhoſe reputeth, 
Offenders too, who ſimply fornicate 

Or in a married or unmarried ſtate, 

Abuſe their Members in the wanton fact 

Of any lawleſs or uncomely ACt ; 

Which appertaineth to that fleſhly fin, 
Which by this Law hath interdifted bin. 

No breach of Wedlock vas perchancein that 
Bold Zimri did with C047 perpetrate, 

Yet vengeance followedon it, to aftright 
All thoſe who in Laciviouſneſs delight, 

Young Onan climed not his neighbours bed, 
Yet God for his tranſgreſſion ſtruck him dead. 
And let the ſhameleſs wantons of our da 
Who boaſt (as of a deed that merns oraiſe)” ) 
How many untouch't Virgins they deflowr'd 
Leſt by a ſudden Plague they be devour'd, 


For 


- 
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For leſs than that of which theſe villanics boaſt, 
'Full Three and Twenty Thouſandlives did coſt 
In one days round ; and it may forfeit them 
Their freedom in the'new Jeru/alem, 

To ſhun groſs wantonneſs will not ſuffice, 
Unleſs the wangrings of Adulterous eyes, 
Laſcivious touches intermixt among 
"The temptings of a luſt provoking tongue, 
Bewiching ſmiles, And Geſtures, which intice, 
Both mind and body toembrace this Yzce, 

With ſuch like Cycea» Charmings, be ſuppreſt, 
Which help transform a Man into a Beaſt, 

Nay if the ſecret longings of the Heart, | 
Welabour not { with all our- ſtrength) to thwart, C 
When they incline io Luſt ; we thereby ſhall 
Beguilty, thoughin A we never fall. 

If therefore blameleſs, we would {till abide, 
We muſt ſome precious Antidotes provide 
Againſt this royſon. Weg muſt careful prove 
Far from us, all- occaſions to remove, 

Which may allure : Ana.they are ſuch as theſe 
Vain Songs and Poems, which are made to pleaſe 
A wanton ear, and movingly expreſs | 
The longings and the a&ts of Wartonneſs. 

Obſcen Diſcourſe ; Laſcrvious Company ; 
The giving of an opportunity, ac 
(Thar may beſhunn'd) to ſuch as wedo know 
Are not {o bafhfulas to let it go. 


Theſe 


ſc | 


| Commandment VII. 53 
Theſe are occaſions, of eſpecial note, 


s Bounds to this Offence, not ſo remote, 
t, thatthey bring it eaſily to paſs, 
ea, 'otherwhule before it purpos'd was, 
nd, for that Cauſe, this Law commandsdothlay 
hat we remove thoſe from us far away. 
Nor are thoſe all the temptings unto luſt, 
ut there be others which avoid we-muſt 
s much astheſe ; Fantaſtical attires, 
nd wanton dreſſings kindle luſtful Fires. 


his makes them ſo eſteemed, and ſo ſought, 
hat otherwhile they are full dearly bought, * 
hat ſome to play the Harlot have been fain 
hoſe various coſtly Dreſſings to maintain. 
Oft wi/itings, and ſpending of the day, 
ith ſuch as trifle half their time away 
Complements, (and intercourſe between 
ach other, butto ſee or to beſeen.) 
v'n theſe things blow the Flame, and many a one 
y ſuch impertinencies, iSMhdone. 
The faring delicately 1n exceſs, 
he common fin of beaſtly Drunkenneſs, 
re here Attatch'd, Arraign'd and Sentenced, 
or often cauſing an Adulterous Bed. 
onſtrained marriages made up by Friends, 
or Honour,. Wealth, or ſuch improper ends, 
oth partfs very frequently undo, 
\nd cauſe Adulterys and Marthers too. 


Where 


65+ Commandment VII. 

Where 7onth and Age of too-unequal years 
Together match ; both Jealoufies and Fears 
Are Gueſts, and rarely have ſuch weddings bin 
Without occaſions of this filthy ſin. 

If, therefore of this Crime we would be clear, 
Let us endeavour alwaies to forbear 

All ſuch as theſe, as well as to eſchew 

A groſs Adultery, and ſo purſue 

Each means which may be helpful to acquire 
Ablameleſs praQtice and a clean defire. 

That we may Soul and Body beautify 

With every flower of Spotleſs Chaſtity. 

For, carnal whoredom was long ſince a gin 
By Satan forged for the bringing in 
Of Ghoſtly Fornications moſt impure, 

And frequent Teſtimonies may aſſure 
That they who love ſtrange fleſh as many do, 
Will change their God with ſmall perſwaſtons too. 

LORD from theſe / on direct our eyes 
Which may at unawareSthe Heart ſurprize ; 
The Law within our members we do find 
Doth croſs the Law that's grafted in our mind, 
That which we hate we are intic'd unto, 

And what we love we often fail to do. 

Our 7 thou haſt renew'd but in the Deed 
We are not, yet, enabled to proceed 

With ſuch a Conſtancy as we deſire, 


Nor with ſuch pureneſs as thou doſt require. 
Make 
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Make perfe&t what in me thou haſt begun, 
ompel me, that Iafter thee may run. 

et not the world adulterate in me 

he Love which I have promis d unto thee ; 
though my wajes be crooked in thy ſight, 
reſerve thou my afteCion ſtill upright. 

And let thy Love ſo keep my heart in awe 
That I may ſtill be blameleſs of this Law. 


Amen, 


Command 


G 
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If a Soxldier might not thieve; 
No man may, as I believe 
If ſuch meaſure Achar find 
For a prey in war purloin'd, 
What, on theſe will Juſtice bring 
Who rob Country, Church and King 
With his Children Achaz fel! 

( YetT hope their Souls are well. ) 
Bur if theſe do not amend 
Greater Plagues for them attend. 


Command. 
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EU AnEle fo myth oat Sackiod other, | 
"That flone of thee Whole numberscan be miſt, 

Nor virtue perſct, without all Tubfiſt.” 

A Families negefſities, who.can 

Support arigit or konour God: or Mari 
With due reſpects 2 or fully exerciſe 
The praiſetul work of Chriſtian Charities, 

Unleſs rhis righteols Law had been ordain'd 
Whereby cicn man his own might have retain'd » 
 Thepainiu! hand had wrought but for aprey 
For ſlothtu! Drones to ſpoil and ſteal away; 
| Did 
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Did not this Law prevent ; and they ſhould then 
Poſſeſs moſt wealth who were the ſtrongeſt men. 
None would have labour'd but for preſent need, 
nd to procure and keep, whereon to feed, 
Would ſo imploy us, that we thould not find 
\ leiſure hour to reCtify the mind, 
By tnowledge, or by ſeeking that which is 
he Eſſence of our Bezrg, and our 4/iſs, 
or, as baſe Poverty hath dwelling there 
here /awleſs living and diſorders are ; 
So, where that Poverty, doth much abound, 
\ brutiſh Ignorance is alwayes found, 
or,though wealth makes none wiler, yet, it might 
Yield means of knowledge, being us'd aright ; 
\nd equal are thefins, to rob the rich 
\s ſpoil the poor although they ſeem not ſuch, 
ince that which makes the difference in the facts 
$in the ſufferer, not in him that Acts. 
Let no man therefore, lay his hand on what 
s portion 'of another mans Eſtate, 
Vith purpoſe to defraud him ;leſt it bring 
\ Gangrene, and become a curſed thing, 
Vhich. will devour what he before polleſled, 
ind ſtop him in the way of being bleſſed. 
Rob none ; But of all other ſhun the Thett 


1 ? By which poor widdows are of. that bereft 
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hich is their lively hood, or that whereby 


he Fatherleſs compellzd are to cry 
F To 
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To God for vengeance. And be wary too 
Thou do not willfully thy felt undo 
By execrable things, le: Achan's Crime 
Bring on thee Achax's death, in evil time. 
For, though Deaths due forevery fin that's done 
Some louder cry, and bring it ſooner on. 
There area thouſand Thieveries by which 
The worldling is advanced to berich 
With little ſence of fin, although they be 
Infringements of this Law in high degree. 
The Lrades-man ſtealeth by a frequent lying 
In bargaining, in ſelling and in buying ; 
And moti he ſuffers by this fair-tongu'd thief, 
Who entertains oft him the beſt belief. 
SomeCourtiers have their piltrings, whichthey ca] 
Their Fees or YVatls, whereby when dues are ſmall 
And, their expences large, they ſoon grow great, 
And keep their Maſter alſo in their Debr, 
Whoſe Royal name 1s uſed to conceal 
Their frequent robbing of the Common weal. 
Some ſteal into Eſtates by their unjuſt 
Abuſe, by whom they have been put in truſt ; 
And men fo frequently this way miſdo, 
That ſuch are counted hoxeſt Livers too. | 
Some rob the Church (and this too is no news ) 
By keeping from her Labourers their dues, 
| And by aſſuming astheir own Eſtate 
What Pjcty to God did conſecrate a 
Some 
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Commandment VIII . 
_- Some Church-men rob the Layty by taking 
That Calling onthem without conſcience making 
Of thoſe performances, for which God gave 
The portions and the places which they have; 
And doubtleſs, for the ſms of ſuch as they 
The Churches heritage is took away. - 

Some by Authority or quirks of Law = 
Raiſe projects from their neighbours to withdraw 


Their livelihood : Some others dono'leſs 


By outward ſhews of ſtri& Religiouſneſs, 
Or cloked honeſty, the latter fort + - 
Make means to Coufin by their good Repore. 

Some wantons, (guilty of no petty wrong) 
Steal Hearts, which unto others do belong; - - 
Some ſteal both Goods and Perſors. Thus do they © 
Who take the heirsof mens Eſtates away. - | 
Againſt their Wills; And when this theft's begun, 
Moſt commonly both parties are undone: - 

Some ſteal the wit of others. And' an Aſs 
To be a witty. Creature, thus may paſs: - 
Some (tealrewards and praiſes. which are due 
Toother men; and theſe are not a few. 

Some ſteal preferments, I could tell you how, 
But will nor, leſt indanger'd I may grow 
By babling of it ;orleſt other ſome 
May by that means to wealth and greatneſs come, 
Who do as yetretain their honeſties, +. ... . 
Becauſe they have not learn'd ſuch tricks toriſe. ; 

F 2, Some 
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Some ſteal mens gzood.opmions, by concealing 
Their own enormities, andy revealing 
Their Neighbours errors, with ſuch ſhews of Ruth 
As 1t they were all Charity and Truth. : 
Shun all fuch thievyh Paths, for he that follow 
I heſe TraQts, may peradventure ſcape the Gallows, 
But ſhall not icape unpumit'd, though God may 
Defer his wages till a longer day. 
- As thoſe arenotexcus d ; So ſhall not he 
From our Infringement of this Law be free, 
Who nour:theth a caaſe of this offence 


Wy - By Idlcncts, by Prodigal expence, 


By vicious gaming, by regardleſneſs 
To husband wiſely, what he doth poſleſs 
By keeping to himſelf what was beſtown 
As well toy others uſes, as his own ; 
Or by withdrawing ( through deceir or might) 
The hirelings'wages or the poor-mans right 
Whereby thoſe may be driven to ſupply 
By ſtcalthor fraud, rheir griping poverty. 
More fuett occaſtons, he himiclt may find 
Who doth examine with a fingle mind 
His private practices, and how the end 
Otonething on another .doth depend. 
Oh Lord vouchſafe mc grace ro be content 
* With whatſoever thou to me haſt lent 
* As long as life on me hall be beſtown, 
*,Lctme be fed and cloathed with my own, p 
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Commandment VIII, 69 


& And, not with that which being none of mine 
* May make my Neighbour want, or elſe repine ; 
*If by a wiltul or unwirring wrong 

* Thave derained ought which doth belong 

* Unto my Neighbour, Give me means and will 
« By reſtitution tor my doing ll 

«© To make amends, or elſe do thou repay them 

* Thedues which I uawillingly delay them. 

| * Forgive thou alſo my unrighteouſnels, 

&« Thar it corrupt not that which I poſſeſs, 

* Or marr my thrift; and for the time to come 

* So wary keep me of departing from 

* This Law, that I may till in teart and hand 

* Continue faithful unto this Command 


Amen. 


Command. IX 
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Who can hope for Faftice where 
Magiſtrates falſe witnels bear? 
Or, ſecure in falihood be, 
When great Princes ſcape not free ? 
She who Naborh's death contriv'd 
Was in Wrath of life depriv'd, 
And her fleſh by Dogs was torn 
Though a Queen and Princely born, 
That all others heed may take 
blow this Precept 4p do break. 
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In any caſe no witneſs bear, 


Of things which falſe or doubtful are. 


Fre this Edit omitted, who could ſay, 
He ſhould enjoy his lite or Goods a day ? 
Tf nigh his habitation chance to dwell, 
Such Neighbours as the wicked Je/abel, 
(And her curſt Inftruments:) whoſe downfall, here 
Is typifi'd, that ſuch may ſtand 1n fear. 

Where could we be ſecure from: perjur'd men, 
Unleſs God ſent forth Vengeance now and then, 
To find out thoſe who ſecretly contrive 
How, others of their portions to deprive, 

Since, very often this oftence hath none 

Who'can behold it, but, that God alone ? 

Or, ,by what means might they be kept 1n awe, 
Whoſe greatneſs makes them careleſs of this Law ? 
How fate feem'd Jeſave!, by being great? 

And, yet, how boldly did the 7: ophet threat 
Succeed.og Vengeance ? and though the were high, 
How low upon a ſf1ddain did ſhe lie 2 

That 
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; | That high and low, might view her curſed plight 


And more 1n truthtul honeſty delight. 

Moſt know, that, of this Law they breakers are 
Who hear falſe witneſs, at the Juugment Bar, 
And very many are not withour fear, 

In ſuch ungodly ations to appear, 
But, few do ſeem, aright ro underſtand, 
Their other breaches of this Ninth Command, 
To lie, accounted is a fault ſo ſmall, 
That many feel no ſence thereof at all, 
But, make a Play-game of it: yea and ſome 
Such Patrons of that Ewzl are become, 
That they allow, and juſtifie the ſame 
As Praiſes rather meriting than blame. 
Burt, this will prove though held.a petty fin 
The Serpents head, that brings his body in, 


And, anoficions lying, may 1n time 


Ingage us to commit a greater Crime; 

*However he that an wntruth ſhall ſpeak, 

Or Truth (if to deceive) this Law doth break. 
To praiſe is commendable ; yet thereby 

When we of others better tellify 

"Than they deſerve ; true vertue we deride, 

And ſinners in their finsare -juſtifi'd, 

Unſlels it be (by fuch a modeſt praiſe, wg: 

As flows from hope, our Friend affe&s the, ways 

Which yer he walks not; that our praite may e 

A Gale to ripen what we blooming ſce : 

For 
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For this is neither purpos'd to deceive 
The Hearer ; nor advantages to weave 
For him that ſpeaks ir : but a wiſe intention 
To cheriſh budding Virtue by prevention ; 
Bur, he that flatters doth pollute his mouth, 
' And is a falfifier of the Truth. 
The Paraſite, who, ſhames not to uphold, 
Whatever by his Patron ſhall be told, 
Or, ſeeks by Jeering todiſcountenance, 
A ſimple Truth ; and falihood toadvance, 
Againſt this holy Precept ſo offends 
That puniſhment his Guiltineſs attends, 
Yea, they whoget acceſs to great mens Tables, 
By coming furniſhed with News and Fables, 
Are thereby often guilty of this fin, 
Which by this Law hath countermanded bin. 
When wedare venture to reiterate, 


Thoſe Rumors which the common people prate, 


Oa meer ſurmiſes ; we are acceſlary 

To many flanders : We make Truth miſcarry, 
And bear falſe witneſs to the wrong of many, 
When we ſuſpe& not that we wronged any, 
Nor can we fatisfie for theſe offences, 


Which then may follow, if our Sov raign Princes, 


Or there affairs of ſtate, ſhall wrong ſuſtain 
By ſuch falſe tales as we receive or fain, 
When out of levity Reports we make 


Of others frailties ; or occaſions take 
” | To 


Commandment IX. 


o mention Jeſtingly, what may diſgrace 

he perſon either abſent or in place, 
Without juſt motives (or. content ſhall grow) 
To hide what Love and Equity ſhould ſhow 
Wein the main, or in ſome circumſtance 
Falſe Teſtimonies ; may thereby advance. 

But, -he that uttereth ſlanders in deſpight, 

Or juſtifies the thing thar isnot right, 
Or judgeth raſhly in anothers Cauſe, 
Or any needful witneſſes withdraws, 
Or (by concealing what for truth he knows) 
Betrayeth /nnocency to her Foes ; 
Or, hears another 1injur'd in his Fame, 
With Silence when he may -prevent the ſame ; 
Or unto any one occaſion gives 

Whereby, he falſhood, for the truth believes : 
Ev'n every ſuch a one falſe witneſs bears, 
What Cloak of Honeſty ſo'ere he wears ? 
| Nor are they guiltleſs, whoavoid not that, 

Whereby occaſions riſe to perpetrate 

Againſt this Law. AsBribery, ReſpedF 
Or difreſpeCt of perſons, which intect 
The foundeſt minds, and bring them by degrees, 
Their innocent Integrity to leeſe. 
2. | Yea, he who ſoloves Bribes, though he were wiſe, 
They will make deaf his ears, hood-wink his eyes ; 
And ſo corrupt his heart, that he ſhall know 
No Truth, except ſome profit thence do flow ; 
Nor, 


76 Commandment IX, 
Nor, any falſhood fear to entertain, 
Whereby he may aſſured be of gain, 
And, left by ſome thoſe men be judged free 
From this offence (if any ſuch there be) 
Whoby Falſe Miracles, falſe Revelations, 
Falſe Dreams, falſe Viftons, falſe Interpretations } 


Of-Zoly Scripture ; orby ſuch like patchings Ne 
Of Carnal wiſdom, and of Sathan's hatchiogs Tt 
Afirm that thing tor rruth which is a Lye; Bu 
Know that theſe Fug/ers in degree as high M. 
As he that's wort; prove guilty of this Sin Ve 
Which by this Precepr, hath forbidden bin. T 


Forthough our Doctrines be not fo unſound, 
But that ſome truti.s among them ſhall be found, 
Though cloath'd in Lamb-skins we do feem togo, 
Though for a blameleſs life we famous grow ; 
Though in our formal Zeal ſurpaſs we ſhall 
The #hariſees, and ev ry Prieſt of Baal ; 

Tho' oft we faſt ; tho' loud we pray and long; 
Tho'weſeem'd wrong d, and patient ofthe wrong ; 
Tho' we afte& the Crown of Martyrdome, 


And dye asif we death had overcome. 


Yea, tho' we ſeem as Angels, who from heav'n 


Had Power,and Knowledge,andCommillionsgiv'n; 


Yet, if our Zcal, our outward Piety, 

Our Knowledge, our aftefted Conſtancy, 

Our ſuff*rings, and ne Truths which we have ſaid 

Were that the God of Truth might be betray'd 
5 my; | And 


Commandment IX. 77 


And falſhood favour'd ; We offenders are, 
Againſt this precept, we falſe witneſs bear. 
And all our Godly ſhews, are fruits of evil 
Deluſions and Impoſtures of the Dew/. 

Lord ſantify my heart, and keep my tongue, 
hat, it may neither do my neighbour wrong, 
Nor prattle thoſe Untruths, which may oppoſe 
The Yerities, thy Spirit ſhall diſcloſe ; 

Bur, grant that I who ſee how theſe offend 
May find out mine own Errors and amend; 
Yea, Lord fo teach me and be ſo my Guide, 


Thar, faithful to this Law I may abade. 


Amen, 


Command. 
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When in us this Yice begins, 

Crowns we pawn for crooked pins; 
And by coveting of more 

Forfeit what we had before. 
Blockiſh Ahab therefore mind : 
Who by fooling in this kind 

Life and Kingdom ( to his coſt ) - 
For a Kitchen-garden loſt ; 

And his fall is on Record 


That his faulc might;be abhorr'd. | 
Command, 
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Command. X. 


Anothers right defire not, 
But be contented with thy Lot. 


Hou who to covet deem ſt it no great crime, 
Conſider well, what wickedneſs in time 
Arites thence, what danger and what thame 
Unleſs thou timely ſhall repent the ſame 
"This folly, and. the ſequel of it view 
In Abab, and his guiltineſs eſchew 
By heeding of this Law, whereon depend 
All Dutzes, which the former Laws intend, 
And which to us a Duty hath expreſt 
More hard to be obſerv'd than all the reſt. 
A power we have receiv'd to bend the knee, 
To take, to give, to ſpeak, to hear, to ſee, 
And execute thoſe Actions which may give 
Moſt lookers on, occaſions to believe 
That all God's other Laws wedo fulfil, 
In. fome degree according to his Wull. 
When we are falſe at heart, and keep not on 
With ſuch uprightneſs, as we ſhould have done ; 
And, 


T 
T 
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z [And were this Law left out, ſome perſons might 
+ [Perſwade themſelves that they were moſt upright. 

But by this Precept we are taught to ſee 
How foul the infides of our Vellels be. 
This findeth out, and ſmiteth every ſin 
* [Ev 'n on the head, and whete the Roots begin, 
By checking of that Luſt which unexpreſt 
In outward aQts lies lurking in the breaſt : 
For 'tis the Curſed Root, whence every thing 
Which may be termed Eu, firſt doth ſpring ; 
” [And if it be ſubdued ere fulfill 'd 
Within his Egg a Cocatrice is kill'd. 
This Law in Soveraignty aſſumeth more 
Than all the Precepts mentioned before ; 
For it injoins to keep within command 
My luſtful heart, whichis not in my hand ; 
And, whoſe deſires, will offer, come and go 
In ſpight ofall thatI can think or do. ' 
Within my fleſh and blood a Law ſtill dwells 
Which naturally againſt this Law Rebels, 
And ſo rebels, that though my hands were clear, 
My heart would foul and yitious oft appear 
Unleſs a purging Medicine ſhe acquires 
To purify her thoughts and her defires. | 
Yea, though Man could not,and God would not ſee 
The ſecret wickedneſs that is in me, 
This Law, would never let me quiet bide 
* [Till of my Guilt I ſhould be purifr'd ; 

e 


For 
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For every hidden luſt it open lays, 

And ſtill ſo ſhows me mine own wicked ways, 
[That when by othersI am righteous thought, 
It firights my Soul, and tells me I amnaught. 

At firſt, intodiſpair it almoſt threw me, 
Bur God's good Spirit pleaſed was to ſhew me, 
"That, what my power extended not unto 
His Grace would ſo enable me to do, 

As that it ſhould ſuffice if Iaſlaid 
To join my good endeavours to his aid. 

Then I began to ſee, this Law did wound, 
Not to deſtroy, but, that I might be ſound, 
And that it is a needful Probe whereby 
We may aright the curing Salve apply. 

It ſhew'd me mine own trailty, that it might 
Unto another make me take my flight. 
 Andby inſtructing me to know my {in 


Hath taught me where amendment ſhould begin ; 


For when the Heart hathAearned to obey, 
The Members will theſooner find the way. 
Though our Deſires, from evil are not tree, 
To us their Guilt imputed ſhall not be 
It we reſiſt them: And although they wound, 
We {hall at laſt with Victory be crowr'd. 
Keep well this Law, and all the Precepts here 
/\ ihouſand times more pleaſing will appear. 
Guard well rhy heart, and then this Precept will 
Be found a Precept eafle to fulfil, 


Break: 
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Break this, and thou haſt broken down the fluce 
ToFlouds, which thy deſtruction will produce. 

The total ſum of what this Law requires, 

Is firſt, that we confeſs our own deſires, 
To be corrupt : For purity begins 
To enter by confeſſion of our tins. 
Next, let us force our Longings toobey 


| The former Sacred Precepts what we may; 


Becauſe, the failing in one Duty, ſtill 
Lets in another lutting after 7//. 
And, Laſtly let us alway be content 
With what the Grace of God to us hath lent. 
For, none will keep Law moral, or divine, 
Who much at his Condition doth repine. 
How canthey love their God to whom he ſeenis 
To bar them what their appetite eſteems 
Without regard their welfare to provide 


;} ( As many think ) whoſe wiſhesare deny'd ? 


How can he love his Neighbour who doth crave 
Their Heritage, their wives or goods to have 2 
And what Commandement will he reſpe& 

Who neither God nor Neighbour doth affect 2 
 Contrarywiſe him who Contentment hath, 
Naught urgeth to purſuea lawleſs path ; 

For, to what end ſhould he who doth poſſeſs 
That precious Fem, embrace a wickedneſs 2 

He loveth God, becauſe he ſurely knows 
God's Power and Wiſdom, juſtly doth diſpoſe, 

G 2 * Ther 
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That portzon which will prove the beſt for him; 
Although it may be batter for a time : 
And hm he therefore ſerves, as he is able, 
In every Precept of the former Table. 
And while this Chriſtian mind he entertains, 
He findeth Godlineſs, no little gains. 

Nor will thoſe men who in their /ozs delight 
Or covet or uſurp a neighbours right, 
For, he that is contented firſt believes 
That every one his propor ſhare receives 
And not anothers ; next he ſtrives to ſee . 
How perilous to him theſe things may be, 
Which God withholds; and weighs with ſuch regard 
How fit thoſe are which he for him prepar'd, 
That reſting in his portzon well apaid 
Nor Houſe,nor Land, nor Wife nor Man, nor Maid, 
Nor Oxe, nor Afs,-nor any thing that 1s 
Another man's defires he to be his; 
But praiſerh God, tor what to him he gave, 
And thanks him too, tor that which others have, 

Againſt no Law he greatly can tranſgrelſs 
Who is arriv'd at this concentedneſs. 
And if to get this Grace our mind we ſer, 
By Gods aſſiſtance, we may compaſs it 
In that degree, whereby artain ve may 
To what wecall perfettion of the way. 
Burfleſh and blood no further can aſpire 
Untilthat Kingdom comes, which we defire. 

Strive 


Commandment X. 8% 


Strive what thou may it, affe&tions to withdraw 
* According to the ſtraightneſs ot this Law, 
Thy N-1ghbours wite deſire not then from him 
Though kind,wiſe,rich,chaſt,good & fair ſhe ſeem ; 
For mot who have this way their longings gain'd, 
Inſtead of Bleſſings, Curſes have obtain'd, 
© | By coveting the goods to others due, 
The beggary of many doth enfue. 
And Servants gotten, by anothers wrong 
Are ſeldom gaintul, to {uch Maſters long, 
Becauſe by being lawleſly poſleſt, 
They either prove unfaithful, or unbleſt; 
1rd || But he that with his own remains content, 
Shall gain much Bliſs, and many fins prevent. 
T hat which doth give occafion to tranſgreſs 
Againſt this Law, is want of watchfulneſs, 
To heed the baits which our betrayer lays 
In every object and in all our ways. 
The want of meditating in our thought 
What inconveniences are dayly brought, 
' On ſuch as make no covenants with their eyes, 
Nor bound theſe longings which in them ariſe. 
| For, ſuch as this way do their beſt endeavour, 
May ſtumble, but they ſhall not fall for ever. 
& Ford, in my ſelf, 1 could not tind the Will, 
&* Much leſs the Power, Thy ſtatures to fulfil. 
«Put, | now feel my heart to entertain 


* A willingneſs; Oh ! be zt not 1n vain, 
G 2 Thy 
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« Thy Grace alone renew'd this Will in me, 

& And I a worker now deſire to be;” 

« Wiiomay, if thou enable to proceed, 

« Improve my w:/;gneſs untorthe: Deed 

cc Deny it not, Oh Gcd ! but from this day 

« Ev'n to the lateſt moment of-my ſtay, 

* Vouchiate unto me thy aſſiſting Grace, 

« That I may run a warrantable Race. 
* And keep this Law and all thy Laws entire 
* In work, in word, andalſo in, deſire. 


Amen. 


THE 


The Epilogue. 
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Though no fleſh this Law obey, 
In ir /e/f; In Chriſt ic may: 
Though it frighteth us for ſin; 
Yet our peace, it uſhers in : 

And, in us prepareth place, 
For the ſaving Law of Grace. 

When this Grace hath taught to Zove; 

Hardeſt works will eaſy prove, 

And that ſi: we ſhall abhor, 

Which we doted on before. : 
G 4 The 
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The Law from God's meer love proceeds, 
Though ſtrict it ſeems and Terror breeds. 


\, | OW having well obſerv'd this glorious Law 

(A Creature cloath'd with Majeſty and awe.) 
Meth'nks the B.dy of it ſeems to me, | 
Compos dof ſucheſſential parts to be, 
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That, he may find, who rightly from them ſhall | 


All as but one ; each oxe of them as a/ ; 
And, that who ever breaks or keepeth one, 
Olſerves or breaketh aZ, in what 1sdone : 
As will appear to him, who well attends 
How ev'ry Frecept, on the reſt depends. 

He cannor poſlibly or love or fear 
One God aright, who willfully doth err 
In Idol worſhippings ; in vainly uſing 
God's holy Name ; In holy Times abuſing ; 
Or, un permitting ſo perverſe anature 
As to abuſe Himſelf, or any Creature 
Belonging to this God, with ſuch a mind 
As may Contentfnent in ſuch evils find. 
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And ſorrow, for fo hainous an offence. 
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The Epilogue. 89 
And what is of this Law averr'd ; we may 
In ev'ry other Precept boldly fay. 
Moreover I conceive, it cannot be 


| Of les impoſlibility, that he 


Who gives the Creatureev'ry way his right, 

Should in his heart his good Creator (lght : 

Or actually oftend him withour ſenſe 

(Law, 
He that right Conſcience makes to keep one 

Of breaking a!ll the other ſtands in awe. 

He that his Parents honours as he ought, 

Can never favour Murther in his thought, 

Or thirſt for Yengeance : never will his eyes, 

Or heart, or members att Adulterys : 

No gue from any Creaturewill he take, 

He dares of none conceive, receive or ſpeak, 

Untruths or ſlanders : He will never crave 


(Or by a ſecret longing wiſhto have) 


| What may not be defir d; Nor ought commit 
Which his profeſſion may not ill betit, 


But penitence, will ſmire him tor the deed, 

And in his heart a faithful ſo:row breed. 

© Muchleſs will he grow wilfully to blame, 

In Prophanation of Gods Days, his Name, 

His Worſhip, or his Eſſence ; For, 1N one; 

Well doing, all good Dutys will be done, 

And this which from one Law, is here expreſt, 

May really be faid of all the reſt. E 
The 


'90 The Epilogue. 
Thelike we may as doubtleſly averr 
Of them who 'gainſt one Law perverſly err : 
Begin at which you pleaſe, they ſoare chain'd, 
All {ins are in the breach of ove contain'd. 
One wickedneſs contraats another ſtill, 
And that another ; either to fulfill 
Or hide the firſt ; until all guilt comes in - 
And wheels him round the curfed Orbe of Sin. 
For, what hath he to bar him trom the reſt, 
Who but 1n oze hath wilfully tranſgreſt 2 
What other fin would he havelett undone, 
Which might have hindred his beloved one 2 
Or, if perpetually he do not act 
All wickedneſs, and ev'ry filthy Fact? 
Why isit ſo, unleſs (perchance) becauſe, 
His finite Nature cannot break all Laws, 
At once in At ; Nor his defires extend, 
To evry thing wherein he might offend ? 
For ev'ry facred Law, is in his Wil? 
(incluſively at leaſt) infringed ſtill, 
And Guiltineſs would actually appear, 
If power and fit occafions preſear were, 
For, as the Laws fair Body is compos'd 
Of portions qualified and dilpos'd, 
In ſuch a manner that we plainly ſee, 
T he perfect Eſſence, of the whole to be 
In ev'ry part ; ſo, likewiſe, hath our $7 


An ugle Body, and each Limb therein 
- Containeth 


The Epilogue. 91 
Containeth (whether if be greator ſmall) 
Eſſentially, the perteCt Gaz/t of all, 

And, by this Body, Death a means hath found 
To give to all Mankind a mortal wound. 

But, prais'd be God, his Grace provided hath 
A Light, a Guard, an Armour, and a Path 

By which we may be quite delivered from 

(The Body ofthis Death ; andalſo come 

'To walk the way of life, which elſe had bin 

For ever barr'd againſt us by our ſin, 

The Lamb of God by whom we dopoſleſs. 
Redemption, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holineſs, 

With ev'ry matchleſs token of his Love ; 

' The Guilt of that tranſgreſſion doth remove, 
Which woundeth firſt our Nature ; and from him, 
| We havea cure for ev ry actual Crime. | 
He, hath fulfilled what we could not #eep - 

He, gives us power towalk, who could not creep: 
| He, paid the price of that which we had bought : 
' He, gotour Pardon e're the fame we ſought : 

He, bore the ſtripes for us which we did merit : 
He, purchas'd Crowns that we might them inherit : 
| Our Fears he doth prevent ; our loſs reſtore, 
' And (to the true Believers) tendreth more 

| Than Adam loſt. Yea, hedoth freely give 
| Toev'ry Soul a power which may believe 
And perſevere, if well he ſhall employ, 

The Zalents and the Grace he doth enjoy. 


And 
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And with a mind in all 7: emp ations meek, 
This power in Chriſt, not in her ſelfdoth ſeek. 
Eva they that periſh, till they docontemn 
God's profer'd Love: potentially in them 
Retain this power by God's Free grace, until F 
Their Fleſh ſeduc'd,like Eve,doth movetheir 1/1, | 
Like Adam, to conſent and then to At 
A wickedneſs, and to approve the Fact V 
Againſt their Conſcience : For then God departs| 
From their polluted and rebe!lious Hearts; 
And back returneth not until trom thence, 
- That Guilt be waſhed by true penitence, 
The means whereof he alſo muſt beſtow, 
Or elſe into obdurateneſs they grow. T 
Affirm we may not, that God will not come 0 
To any (whom he ſo departeth from,) t 
Twice, thrice, or oftner : For we cannot know 6 
How far the limits of his Mercys go ; 6c 
Nor by what meaſure, or by what degree 
Of wiltulneſs, he ſo diſpleas'd ſhall be. 
As to forlake for ever, ſince he may 
Shew mercy where he pleaſeth while the day 
Of life-time laſteth there is hope of Grace 
For every ſinful Soul of Adams race, 
Juſt Fob confeſſeth that God oft aſſays } 7ob 
To draw the finner from delicious ways F 33-14» 
The raiſing up of Lazarus from death, 
When he had four days yeilded up his breath, 
Inferreth 


> _— 


V 
0 
n 


0 
| 
] 


a 


a nn VYMA;, 1 
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Inferreth alſo that ſome few obtain 

od's mercy who had dead and ſtinking lain 

n their rranſgreſtons ; ull there wasno place 

or help by outward means, or common grace. 
 PButthis his mercy is the lijgheſt pitch, 
L,IAnd ifa God who is in mercy rich 

ouchſate it any where, he doth afford 

IMuch mere than he hath promis'd in his words 
rtS For, though he may confer it when he pleaſe, 
Yet, to have left ſuch promiſes as theſe 
Had better'd none ; but made thoſe worſe, by far 
Who, for the Grace obtained, thankleſs are. 
* Oh v hoenough can praiſe thy matchleſs Love 
« Moſt gracious God ! Who pleaſeſt from above 
* To look upon the Vaſlals here below 
* Our Nature, and diſtempers tempring ſo ; 
« And fo providing that the blefling loſt 
* 1s purchas'd for us, at ancthers coſt, 
And may by every Soul enjoyed be 
Who ſhall accept the means ordain'd by thee, 
1hcugh as did once the Jews ſome Chriſtians 

As it the Childrens teeth were ſet on edge (grudge 
By what their Fathers cat and doubtful grow 
( Although rhou makeſt Oath, it is not fo ) 
That moit of thoſe, which are or which have bin 
Since 7ime began, ſhall diein Adam's fin; 
Andare in him rejeQed without place 


Or means of hope of truly ſaving Grace ; 
| Yea, 


(78 The Epilogue. 

Yea, though this be an error whereby ſuch 
As err that way have urg'd thy Juſtice much ; 
Yet we who fear and truit thee (and to whom 
The knowledge of thy ſecrets therefore come) 
Remember well (and therefore heed have took) 
That 7hox, the general Covenant being broke ) 
Which firſt was made in Adam ) pleas'd haſt bin 
To tell us of a ew oxe, ſince brought in; 

And made withall men ſo particularly 

That no man for anothers Crime can die : 

A Covenant in Chrift from whom both Will 

And Power we have receiy d to fulfil 

So much as ſhallto thee be acceptable, 

It we endeavour, as thou doſt enable : 

And whereas, when this knowledge we did want; 
We dreamed that thy New made Covenant 
Concern'd but few, we doubtleſs did aver 

A Doftrine which from Truth did widely err; 

For that which we did ignorantly call 

A Covenant; is no ſuch thing at all : 

Becauſe we then ſuppoſed nothing done, 

Nor ought believ'd; but on one fide alone. 

A Covenant ( as men of Judgment know ) 

Is that which 1s contracted betwixt two; 

But, thou by that which ſome of us do ſay 

Doſt all thy ſelf ; and giv'{t nor power nor way 
To A&% or w:/ what abſolutely can 
Be ſaid to be the ACt or Will of Mar. 
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We ſtand for nothing thou alone believ'(t; 
Thou aCteſt all thou giveſt and receiveſt ; 
Yea, if we this aſſertion muſt allow 
None truly worketh good or ill but thou ; 
Man's but a ſufterer, whatſoe're he does, 
He doth becauſe he can nor will nor choſe. 

Lord let us know the better, and fo know 
What powers and faculties thou doeft beſtow 
On us, to fear and ſerve thee, that we might 
In work, and word,and thought ſtill do theeright ;, 
For, thou ſo equally haſt all things done, 
And ſhew it ſuch mercy unto every one, 


That ev'n by thoſe who ſhall thy wrath abide, 
In every thing thou ſhalt be juſtifi'd, 

And none ſhall truly ſay, when call'dthey are 
Before thy Throne of Judgment to appear, 

That thou haſt moreexacted any way 

From any man, than he had power to pay, 
'Till by torfaking thee he forteit made 

Of that enabling Grace, which once he had. 
| This Law of thine which an appearance hath 
Of Terror, of Severity and Wrath 

To thoſe dull naturaliſts, who have notweighed 
How by the Law of Grace it isallay d; 

Even this fear'd Law when firſt the fame was made, | 


No other end but Man's well being had ; 
Nor hath as yet, except it be to thoſe 

Who ſleight thy kindneſs, and þelievethy foes. E 
| The 


96 The Epilogue. 
The former Table, which we weakly fain 
( Doth only tothy glory appertain ) 
Concerneth inthe points of higheſt nature, 
The Welfare and the glory of thy Creature. 
To thee what is it, whether we adore 
Thee for our God, or none, or twenty more ? 
Thine Honour was at full ere we were made, 
And would be ſo though we no being had. 
'Tis our Advantage that thou let's us know 
To whom 1inour neceſſities to go, 
And leav'ſt us not as when we Gentzles were, 
To wander all our life-times out in fear, 
In Darkneſs and in Error ; yet to find 
Nor eaſe of Body neither peace of mind, 
'Tisour advantage that we may be bold 
To ſcorn thofe Bugbears, which in times of old 
Men trembled at ; and that the power and fame 
Of what was nothing, but an empty Name 
Enſlav'd us not tocome with vows and praiſe 
To worſhip it, as in our Heathen dates, 
Which benefit we by rhis Law obtain'd, 


And which without this Law we have not gain'd.| 


"Tis our avail that ſuch a God we have 
Who lets us know that he hath power to ſave, 
And, that when weour ſelves to him apply, 
We need not tear a Rival Deity 
Wil angry grow z and do us in de'pight 
A greater [//r0xg, than thou haſt power to right. 
I; 
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| Or, that a Jealous Jur0o can make void 

[The hopes which in thy Love we have enjoy d. 

| It is our gain to honour thee alone, 

{And that we need not now to Cyprus run 

[To worſhip Yenus ; then to ſeek Apo/o 

|At Delphos ; and from thence a courſe to follow 
As far as famous Epheſus to ſee 

It great Dana 1n her Temple be : 

And thence againto poſt, in hope to mect 

With Fove in{hrined in the Iſ)e of Creer. 

Our Times and Subſtance waſting to receive 
That from them,which they had not power to give, 
What were it unto thee; ( but that our peace 

Thou loveſt ) if we dayly ſhall increaſe 

Our vain will-worthippings, till we deviſe 

As many Superltitious Fopperies 

'As we have ſenſleſs Dreams ? Or if our daies 
[We ſpend on Idols, forging Puppet plays, 

And falſe Ideas, till all truth be loſt ? 

And then, (which is effected now almoſt) (tions 


Fight, brawl, and preach, to makeup SeCts and Fac- 


To help maintain the Whimſtes and Diſtractions 


|Which tool us, till we find ſome Chrorzchers new 
'Unknown to Chriſtian, Heathen, Turk, and Jew 2 
Moreover, ( but, that our own harm it were) 


| (To know no power whereof we ſtood in fear, 


And were it not a merciful prevention 


Of miſeries, of miſchiefs, and contention 
H Which 
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Which elſe would rage among us ifwe had 

No name, in which with Reverence might be made 

Vows, Oaths, and Proteſtations ; Or it we 

Should not believe a W:Z and Power in thee 

Toheed and puniſh it, when wrong were done ; 

What benefit to thee, enſu'd thereon, 

For which thou ſhouldſt vouchſate romake a Law 

To keep the damn'd For-ſwearers hearts in awe ? 
What ſuit reſt thou, when mad Blaſphemers rave 

Againſt thy holy Name, that thou need it have 

A Law to curb them 2 Or, what have they done 
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More than thoſeDogs, which bark againſt the Moox 
It they themſelves, or, others of their kind 
No damage by thoſe Blaſphemiesdid find 2 
And bur, that ſweetly provident thou art 
Ev nior the meaneſt and leaſt worthy part 
Of all thy Creatures ; what was tliut dates reſt 


'To thee, which thou ordain'ſt tor Man and Beaſt: 


"Their pain or eaſe, Thy Reft augmented not, 
Nor, profit by the Sabbaths haſt thou got ; 
Or, by rhe Feſtivals ordain'd by thee, 


| 
] 
'F 
For, they, not thine, but mans advantage be. \ 
Our Eilence being of a double Nature, 4 

f 

Y 


And,thou be!t knowing what beſt fats the Creature 
Requireſt all men fo their 77m to ule, 


That Soul and Body, may receive their dues I 


Eur, what misfalls to thee it any ſpends 


oY | ; / | 
His Times in vain or to prepoſterons ends 2 1 


Some 


ure 


A 


Jote 
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Some of us peradventure fancy may, 
That thou haſt honour by the Sabbath day, 
And thatit adds to thy contentment then, 
To hearand ſee great multitudes of men 
Aſſemblies make, to invocate thy Name, 
And in their ſongs to magnifie the ſame. 
Indeed this is our Duty, and when this 
| Upon thy days by ſome performed is : 
Thou tak'ſt it as a honour done to thee x 
That in fuch Dutys, we might ſcrious be, 
Yet, till the benefit is all our own. 


'Tothy avail, nor doth our holineſs 
| Conduce to ought, but our own happineſs. 


' And meet together in thy holy places, 


Are much for ouravail ; for then and there 


2 Thou teacheſt us, our Croſſes how to bear ; 


What to believe and hope there we may learn 


FHow we 'twixt Good and Evil may diſcern, 
How Truth from curſed Error we may know, 
| What Path to ſhun or take, what work to do, 
And howand whom to love (which is the Sun 


And height of all whereto on Earth we come) 
Which manifeſts that only for our ſake, 

It pleaſed thee ſome days of Reſt to make. 
Sure ev'ry mean capacity 1s able 


Tounderſtand, that in the ſecond Table, 


Thy praiſe is neither more nor farcher blown, 


' The days on which we memorize thy Graces ; 


H 2 Mans 
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Mans welfare is immediately intended, 


And that therefore, thoſe Laws be recommended | 


Touniverſal praQtice ; foto ſtay 

Our minds trom running out another way. 
For if our lives ambitiouſly we ſpend 

In brawls for honour : 1f we ſet an end 

To all our kind by Murthers : If we pleaſe 

To plague our ſelves with ev'ry foul diſeaſe, 

Andev Ty grief of Keart, which will ariſe 

From Fornications and Adulterys : 

If all our Labours ſhould be made a prey 


To Thieves, till want had worn us quite away ;| 


If we ſhould plague each other by our Lies, 
By ſlanders or in humane Perjurys ; 
Or, it our hearts upon the Rack were ſct 
By luſting after what we could not get, 
Theſe madneſſes our miſchiefs only be, 
Burt neither harm nor diſcontent to thee ; 
Except in this reſpect, that having took 
Our Nature thy Compaſſion cannot brook, 
Toſce thy Members injur'd by the Sin, 
Which lawleſs people are delighted in ? 
Thou haſt aftirn'd ; (the better to apply 
Thy workings toour mean Capacity) 


That all things forthy Glory thou haſt wrought, | 


And, yet it 15 not therefore to be thought 

Thou wanteſt Glory, and didfſt work tor more, 
Or, that it gain'd ought wanting heretofore. 

Nor 
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Nor may we think a power ſo truly wile, 
Jed | Should work for that which we are bid deſpiſe. 
| But rather that thou honour doſt expe& 
[To be to thee aſcrib'd as aneftect, 
| Of truittulneſs belonging to the Natures, 
And undeſpis'd condition of thy Creature, 
Yea, I believeuntainedly oh God, 
| By what I from thy ſelt have underſtood,” 
{Thou wrought'ſt for Love. Not meer]y to attain 
Thy Creatures love, tor that had been as vain: 
[Becauſe indeed, as little need thou haſt 
ay ; Of their imperfett love, as of theblaſt 
Of their weak praiſe. Oh Lord thy love it was 
'Thy Love eſſential which did bring to paſs, 
The works thou mad it ; That bleſied love of thine 
Which 1s thy Se/f{Oh Eſſence moſt Dive) 
For, being 41, andallar full poſſeſſing 
In thy Self being, thou conceivd'ſt a bleſſing 
To be conferr'd on others : not to add 
lOught to that Blzſedneſs, thy Eſſence had. 
Thy wiſedom infinite, a paſſage found 
(By thy eternal Power, which hath no bound) 
Diſtinf, and finite Natures torth to bring 
(without impairing or deminiſhing 
hr | Thy perfe&t Eſſence) which of thy perfettion 
Should give ſome Demonſtration, by reſleion. 
Among the feſt one Creature thou did it name, 
Compos'd of all, which th' vnzverſa! Frame 
Nor H 2 Theremn 
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Thereincontained ; And the ſame did'ſt make 
Not only ſo, as that it might partake 
Of all Created things, and allo be 
A certain Medium *twixt them and thee, 
But, which 1s tothe honour of it more, 
Thine mage 1n itfeltit likewiſe bore, 
And had,a poſſibility to be, 
United (undivifibly ) to thee. | 
A Speczes of this Greature, Lord Iam, 
And, tor what end created we became 
As I conceive it, here, I mean to tell 
Oh teach me better, IfI ſay not well, 
Thou being Love it ſelf, and therefore kind, 
It was thy gracious and eternal mind, 
Mankind a Sharer in thy bliſs to make 
And grant him Licenſe alſoto partake 
That Glory which thou didſt enjoy-alone, 
Before all other Beizgs were begun, 
And this great favour Lord thou pleaſed wert, 
CAs well became thy W:/dom) to impart 
By Means, Degrees, and on the ſame condition 
Through which we beſt might gain the beſt fruiti- 
Of what was purpoſed ; and come tobe ( on 
Unitcd (as I faid betore) to thee. 
To Azamthis great Myſtery appear'd 
Till d:/obedience, Foggs in him had rear'd 
Which dall'd his Reaſon, and his heart declin'd 
From Thee, within himſelf, this bliſs to _—_} 
C 
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| The Lawthougav'ſt him, was not (as is thought 
' By ſome of us) that proof might ſo be ſought 
| Of his Obedience : For thou knoweſt all 
| Before it is; and what ſhall ſtill befall, 
| Much leſs (as other ſome conceited are) 
| Was that Command intended as a Snare 
| Thoſeto entrap whom thy eternal Hate, 
| Had fore-decreed, Oh God! to reprobate 2 
Far it is from the Goodnefs of thy Nature, 
| Tobe a Ged fo Oruelto thy Creature, 
| And far, far be it from thy Creatures too, 
 Totheir kind Maker ſo great wrong todo. 
This, rather, ſeems the cauſe there could not b= 
A poſſibility, that Zhou and We 
| Should make aperfe& Znty, unleſs 
| Our Nature had Eſſential R:ghteouſneſs : 
For, otherwiſe, thy Juſtice would abhor 
| That which thy Mercy did endeavour for, 
' And, from uniting us, become fo far 
That thine own Aztributes would be at War. 
When therefore Miz ſeduced fail'd in that, 
iti- | Which might have perfected his bleſt Eſtate, 
on | And, that perform'd not whereby Juſtice might, 
| In our Advancement take a full delight, 
Behold, thy powerful Mercy did prevent 
| Our total ruin by a Wonderment 
Beyond the Worlds Creation, outof nought. 
For, when by Sin we further oft were brought, 
he H 4 From 
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From what thou had ſt intended us, then by 
The not obtaining of an Entity | 
Thy all-inventing wiſdom found a mean 
Through which our Effence made ' e 'rewiile un- 
Siould be re-purifi'd and ſo perfum'd ( clean 
That perſonally it might be then aſſum'd | 
Unto thy felt ;and Man thereby attain 
A Happineſs not tobe loſt again. 
It ſome tew eaſy Duties he will do 
When Grace enables Nature thereunto. 

And doubtleſs every Man ſhall one day know 
That thou on him ſuch portions didſt beſtow 
( Ev'n pers'nally ) that it hebe undone, 
It was not Adams, but his fault alone. 

This Myſtery thy goodneſs brought to paſs, 
And fornoother end, On Lord it was | 
But for our good ; for neither doſt thou need 
Oar Praiſe or Love ; nor 1s it for the deed 
Of Love or Praiſe, or Worſhip or of ought 
Which by our faculties to paſs is brought, 
That thou requireſt them of us ; but that we 
Slouſd not unto our ſelves defeftive be 
Indoing our endcavours to attain: + : 
So much as lieth in our power to gain 
Leſt it indamage us, andin the way 
Unto our true perfeCtions ſtops may lay. 

i:ſſemtial goodneſs hath eſſential peace 
Without all diminution of increaſe, 
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| And therefore he who bleſledneſs defires 

| To that above all other thing aſpires. 

| To love and gzve due praiſe, is better far 

| Than to be lov d, or to be prailed are 

Tohim that hath ſubſiſtance of his own 

Ev.nI my felt ( whoſe heart is overgrown 

| With imperfeCtions ) love without reſpect 

| Of any end but meerly to affe 

| Thoſe whom 1 love, and rather would have done 
len thouſand kindnefles than fought tor one. 

* And Lord if ſuch a failing love as mine, 

May reach 'tothis ; how infinite 1s thine ? 

| And, Othow far art thou from things 10 vain 

As loving meerly to be lov d again 

By ſuch poor worms as we whoſe beſt affection 

| Is buta paſſion full of imperteCtion ! 

' Indeed thou bid'ſt us love thee ; but, for what 
$ Save to preſerve us capable of that, 

Which we receive; and that we might not miſs 
The comfort which in Virtue placed is, 

And of whoſe hapleſs want, he cannot chuſe 

But feel the loſs whoſe conſcience doth accule : 
Yea thou commandeſt love, that love may make 
Our nature of thy nature to partake : 

Without which quality there cannot be 


| 


L The true Communion 'twixt us and thee, 


Which is the very height of all our bliſs, 


Or which indeed the Eſſence of it is. 
( For 
% 
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For could we be of thee, Oh God! approy'd, | 


Or, could we of all creatures be belov'd 
Tho' we no love return'd (nor had in us, 
An obje for the love conferred thus) 
Which were impoſſible; we ne 'retheleſs 
Should ſufter by our own unworthineſs 
An inward Hell, and to our ſelves invent, 
Occaſions of continual diſcontent, 

As to thoſe envious men, it may appear 
Whocauſleſly injurious often are. 


To thoſe their honeſt neighbours whom they fin 


To them as friendly as they are unkind, 

For outward plagues purſueth ſo this fin, 

Nay alſo, fo affe&ts him till within, 

And till his nature be depraved quite, 

His own Injuſtice will his heart aftright. 

Yea they whoſe Crimes are pardon'd arenot free 

From ſuft 'rings though they well aſſured be, 

That neither God nor Man will blame them tor, 

The paſled Frailties, which they do abhor. 

For then our hearts will grievedo what we can, 

If they have 1njur'd either God or Mar. 

And then more favour is vouchſat'd tothem, 

The more themſelves they cenſure and condemn. 
Therefore, although I can forgive my Friend, 

Yer, I would have him wary tooffend, 

Leſt, when he finds his error gricv'd he be, 


Within himſclf, that he bath wronged me, F 
An 
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7d, lAnd in his hearra torment ſuffer ſhould, 
rom which my love would keep himif I could. 
Ev'n fo oh i ord my God (though in degree, 
More iofin.te tliun can conceived be : 
And, in 2 manner, which 1 amnot able 
By any Figure ro make demonſtrable) 
In meer Good-will to Man, thou pleaſed arr 
| Topreach unto his ear, or to his Hear? 
Thoſe Dutys, which to thee from him belong, 
[That he, unto himſelf, may do no wrong. 
Becauſe we ſeem a great eſteem to have 
Of Love and Praiſe, and thereby to receive, 
| Content and profit ; thou doſt oft propoſe 
' By us to be pertorm'd ; ſuchthings as thoſe, ; 
| AS Dutys which are much of thee deſired, 
| And at our hand, for thy avail required, 
ce | But doubtleſs thou doſt only ſeem to be 
| Like us, that thou might'ſt make us like tothee, 
And that, (ifthee we love) we might be won 
| Todo as for thy ſake what ſhould be done. 
,, | For our own Good; As Parents kind and wiſe 
Have dealt with Children in their Infancies, 
And whereas, Lord, it hath been faid by thee, 
nn. | That thou wilt of thine honour Jealousbe : 
), | Thouonly Jealous art, leſt our neglect 
| Ot thee, our own perdition may eitect. 
Thoudoſt things Honourable ; and though none 
Did praiſe thee for them, they ſhould {till bedone. 
ndj Thine 
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Thine honour 1s eſſential : That wegive 
And which trom us thou pleaſeſt to receive 
Is but an accident ; which ever may, 
Without thy loſs, be preſent or away. 
And when thou either thanks or praiſe requireſt 
To perfe& us, thoſe Dutys thou deſireſt. 

T his we long time haveſo miſunderſtood, 
As if we did conceive thou wert a God, 
AﬀeSted with Se/f-Zove, or Fruitleſs Fame, 
(Although we mannerly expreſs the ſame) 
Yea we have dream'd that thou this world did*ft 
And us and all things for thy Glorys fake. (make 
In ſuch a ſenſe, and for ſuch praiſes too 
As we effte&, when our beſt works we do. 

I would we thought no worſe; or would we 


What damnable abſurdities enſue, - (knew | 
Qur groundlefs Fancies ; For by them thou gain'ſt | 


Some fear, but little hearty love obtain ſt. 


By theſe falſe thoughts of thee, we do encreaſe | 


Our own ſelf Love, and all vain gloriouſnels, 
Within our ſelves hence is all we intend, 
Our whole endeavours for a private end, 
And that a froward peeviſhneſs 1s own'd, 

In moſt of all our ations tobe found, ' 

For who can poſſibly bejuſt or wiſe, 


Who to his God imputes abſurdities ? 
' Lordnow we better know thee ; andareſhown 


Both by thy words and works what ſhould be my 0 
D ur 
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Our ſelves we yet improve nor as we ought, 
By what thy Workings and thy Word have taught, 
But both Self-love and Vanity have ſhare, 
Ev'n in our ACtions that moſt pious are. 
| We Counſel, we Relieve, Write, Preachand Pray, 
[That Honour, Gain, or Pleaſure bring it may, 
{To our own Perſons ; and would little care 
| How wicked and unhappy others are, 
Had we our aims ; and ſtill might them poſſeſs 
Amid'ſt our Sins and their unhappineſs, 
Ev'n I my ſelf who love a better mind, 
Do in my felt ſo much corruption find, 
That (1 confeſs) received Injuries, 
More mov d me to reprove Impierties, 
| Than mine own goodneſs, and that from my fin 
| My beſt performances did firſt begin, 
For which let pardon, Lord, vouchſated be, 
| And more ſincere hereafter make thou me, 
For, this may peradventure be the cauſe, 
| We preach thy Goſpel, and pronounce thy Laws, 
And write without efteq; ev'n this that our 
Corruption makes the means, to want the power 
It might have had ; Elſe *tis becauſe we hide 
' Thy Love, and have that ſaving Grace deny 'd, 
Which thou to all extendeſt ; and which none 
Shall want, who ſtrivethto lay hold thereon. 
To help amend theſe faults now I have faid, 
What, Ibelieve thy Spirit hath convey 'd 


Into 
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Into my heart : If I haveerr'd in ought 

Let me, oh Lord, by thee be better taught 
If truth I ſpeak, let other men from hence 
Partakers be, of my Intelligence, 

Make me and them thy love ſo fully view, 
That we in qur afteftions may be true, 

And ptve us Grace the truth of them to ſhow 
In doing well, the Duties which we owe. 
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A 
Metrical Paraphraſe 


Upon the 


CREED. 


Unce it befits, that I account ſhould give 
What way unto Salvation J believe ; 

| Of my profeſſion here the ſum I gather. 

Firſt, I confeſs a Faith in God the Father : 
In God, who ( without Helper or Partaker ) 
Was of himſelf the Worlds Almighty Baker, 
And firſt gave Time his being : who gave birth 
To all the Creatures, both of Peaven and Carth. 


Our everlaſting welfare doth conſiſt 
| In his great mercies, and in Jeſus Chiift 3 
b 
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( The ſecond pexſani@#that Three in one ) 
The Father's he 7 and his only £5011 ; 
That ever-blefſed, and incarnate Word, 
Which-our Redeemer is, our life, Dur Lozd 
For when by Sathans guile we were deceived, 
Chriſt was that means of help, which was conceived 5 
' Yea, ( when we were in danger to be loſt ) 
*-  Conceived for us, by the Boly Ghoſt, 
And that we might not ever be forlorn, 
For our eternal ſafety he was Bon ? 
Born as a Man ( that Man might not miſcarry } 
Even of the ſubſtance of the Uirgin Pary, 
And loe, a greater mercy, and a wonder 3 
He that can make All ſuffer, ſuffered under 
The Jewiſh ſpite whichall the world revileat ) 
And Cruel tyrannies of Pontius Pilate. 
In him dolT believe, who was envied, 
Who with extreameſt hate was Crucified : 
Who being life it ſelf { ro make afſured 
- Our ſouls of ſafety ) was both dead, and buried : 
And that no ſervile fear in us might dwell, 
To conquer, Ve deſcended into Vell : 
Where no infernal Power had power to lay 
Command upon him 3 but on the third day 


The 
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The force of Death and Hell he did canſtrain; 
And ſo in Triumph, Þe aroſe'again, 

ea, the Almighty power advanc'd hishead, 

ſwel above all things, as from the dad, 
Then, that from thence gifrs might o men be given, 
d £|[With glory, Ve aſcended into Yeavo : 
 [Where, that ſupream andeverlaſtig throne, 
Which was prepar'd, he clim'd ; ab ſittethon 
That bleſſed feat, where he ſhallmake abode 
o' plead for us, at the right haw of God 
nd no where ſhould he be entroned rather; 
han there : for he is God; as.sthe Father 
nd chevefore, wich an egual love delight I 
- rra''s and. ſerve them both as one Almighty : 
Yer 1a their office there's a difference. 
| nd I believe, {2c Jeſas Chriſt, from thence, 
nail in rhe great and univeral doom, 
\eturn, an thay with, Angels 3 ſhall come, 


O queſtion ſuch as at his Frpire gruoge ; 

ven thote who have preſuned him ts judge 

Bnd that black day ſhall b: io Catholic, 

J I believe not only tht the quick 

0 that afſiſe 111211 all be ſummoned, 

but, he will both adjudge them, and the dead. 

Theli ] Moreover 


'TI4 4 Metrical Paraphraſe 
Moreover, in the Godhead I conceive 
Another Perſon in whom I believe : 


For all my hopeof bleſſedne(s were loſt, 
It I believ'd not it the Bely Ghoſt. 
And though vain ichiſmaticks through pride and folly 
Contemn her power, I do believe the holy | 
Chaſt Spouſeof Chift ( for whom ſo many ſearch 
By marks uncertain\ the true Catholick Church. 
I do believe ( God kew us in this union, / 
Thar there ſhall be for>ver the Communion 

Of Gods Ele& : and thit he till acquaints 
His Children in the fellowſhip of Saints. 
Though datnned be Mans natural condition, 
By grace in Chriſt I look for the remiſsion 
Of all my foul miſdeeds 3for there begins 
Deaths end, which is the puniſhment of ſing. 
Moreover, I the Sadducesinfection 
Abhor, and do believe the Reſurrection : | 
Yea, though turn to dulſt , yet through God, I 
Expect a glorious riſing of the body, 
And that, exempted from tte cares here rife, 
T ſhall enjoy perfection and the life 
That is not ſubject unto change or waſting, | 
But ever-blefſed, and for ever-laſling. 
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Thisis my Faith, which that it failnot when | 
It moſt ſhould ſteed me, let God ſay, Amen. 


To whom, that he ſo much vouch/afe we may, 
Thus as a member of his Church, I pray. 
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PPESPS-SPP PPS 
A 
Metrical Paraphraſe 


Upon the 


LORD'S PRAYER: 


Ir at thy Mercy-ſeat, our ſelves we gather, 

LL, Io do cur duties unto thee, Dur Father. 

To whom all praiſe, all honour, ſhould be given : 

For, thou art that great God which art in Peavecn. 
Thou by thy wiſdom ruP{t theworlds whole frame, 
For ever, therefore, Bailowed be thy Name, 
Let never more delayes civide vs from 

Thy glories view, but let Thy Kingdom come, 
Let thy commands oppoſed be by none, 

But thy good pleaſure, and Thy will bone, 

| | And 
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upon the Lords Prayer.” 
And letour promptneſsto obey, be eyen 
The very ſame in earth, as *tis in heaven, ' .! --;/: 
Then, for our ſelves, O Lord,'we alſo pray; -!/': {;-; 
Thou wouldſt be pleaſe&7o Give us this day; !'-;*: +;:; 
That food of life wherewith our ſouls are fed,: - -* 
(Contented raiment, and our daily byead. 

With needful thing do thou relieve us: 

And, of thy mercy, pitty And fo2give us 

All our miſdeeds, in him whom thou didcſt pleaſe, 
To take in offering for our treſpaſſes. 

And for as much, O Lord, as we believe, 

Thou fo wilt pardon us, as we fo:give 3 

Let that love teach us, wherewith thou acquaints us, 


| To pardon all them, that treſpaſs againſt ns. 
'And though ſometime thou find'ſt we have forgot 
This Love, or thee, yet help, And lcad us not 


Through Soul or bodies want, to deſperation þ* 5": 


Nor let abundance drive, into temptation. 
Let not the ſoul of any true Belteyer, 


Fall in the time of tryal : But deliver 


Yea, {ave him from the malice of the Devil, 

And bothin life and death keep us from evil. 

Thus pray we Lord : And but of thee &om whom 
Can this be had ! Foz thine is the Kingdom. | 

, Tie 


4 Metrical Paraphraſe, &c. 
The world is of thy works the graven ſtory, 
To thee belongs the power, and the glozy. 
And this thy happineſs hath ending never : 
But ſhall xemain foz ever, and foz ever. 
This weconfels ; and will confeſs agen, 
Till we ſhall fay eternally, Amen. 


Thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts of thy houſe, 
ang upon thy Gates, Deut. 6. 9. 


